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LAND TITLES. 
(Continued from page 320.) 
PART Ll. 


Of the practice and customs of the Land Office, from the 
year 1765, until the Revolution. 


The peace of 1762, brought a considerable degree 
of repose to the long harrassed British colonies In 
October, 1764, the turbulent and restless Kayashuta 
buried the hatchet on the plains of Muskingum; and the 
final humiliation of the Delawares and Shawanese ena- 
bled the husbandman to resume his labours, and to ex- 
tend his cultivation and improvements. ‘The prosperi- 
ty of Pennsylvania increased rapidly. Those who were 
compelled, by Indian warfare, to abandon their settle- 
ments, eagerly returned to them, ‘There exists in man, 
says lord Kaimes, a remarkable propensity for appro- 
priation: *‘A man whe has bestowed labour in prepar- 
ing a field for the plough, and who has improved that 
field by artful culture, forms in his mind an intimate 
connection with it. He contracts by degrees a singu- 
lar affection for a spot, which in a manner is the work- 
manship of his own hands. He is fond to live there, 
and there to deposit his bones, It is an object that fills 
his mind and never out of thought at home or-abroad. 
Afier a summer’s expedition, or perhaps years of a fo- 
reign war, he returns with avidity to his own house, 
and to his own field, there to pass his time in ease and 
plenty. If he happen to be dispossess<d in his absence, 
the injustice is percvived and acknowledged.” 

‘The correctness of these sentiments of lord Kaimes, 





PHILADELPHIA, MAY 24, 1834. 


EDITED BY SAMUEL HAZARD. 








NO. 333 





On the 14th of April, 1774, Croyle executed a deed 
to Robert Elliott, in consideration of £330 for three 
tracts of land; the first including the mouth of 
Snake Spring, in pursuance of his warrant for 100 
acres; the second adjoining thereto, in pursuance of his 
application; and the third, held by improvement, in- 
cluding the fountain of Snake Spring; with a covenant 
therein, that he would prove his right of improvement 
to be antecedent to the right or claim of any other 
person. On the 30th of March, 1780, Robert Elliot 
conveyed the same lands to the lessor of the plaintiff, 
with covenant of general warranty as to the improve- 
mentright. In December, 1788, the tenant of the les- 
sor of the plaintiff was dispossessed of the lands claim- 
ed by improvement, under a judgment, without a hear- 
ing of the merits. 

After the case had been fully argued, Yeates,Judge, 
told the jury, that the case resolved itself into two ques- 
tions, Ist, whether the settlement title being the earliest, 
was not preferable to the patent? 2d. Whether the im- 
provement right had been abandoned? 

If the witnesses were believed,they shewed an actual 
personal resident setilement by Croyle, at the head of 
'the Spring, though he had a shed, and some cleared 
\land atthe mouth. He had cleared several acres to- 
‘wards the mountain and downwards towards the 
| Juniata, and must, in the nature of things have 
{intended to include the whole in his settlement 
| right. His continuance on the land where there was 

not impending danger; his early returns after the dan- 
gers had ceased,evince his unequivocalintentions, The 
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could not be more strikingly exemplified, than in the | survey of 1755, calis for his lands as a boundary, and 
case of Elliott’s lessee, v. Bonnet, before cited. corroborates the testimony of the witnesses. He ap- 
Thomas Croyle had an ancient settlement and im- | plied in 1762, with his money fora warrant for 300 
provement, made near the head of the Snake Spring, | acres, to include his improvement, according to the 
begun in 1754, and continued by him, and those who | uniform usage of the office, but was refused, and could 
held under him, whenever the state of the country | only obtain a warrant for 100 acres, to include his im- 
would admit of it, until December, 1788. Valuable | provement, at the mouth of Snake Spring. He could 
improvements were made on the land, as well by build. | do no more; and it would seem, that the patent, unless 
ings, as otherwise. there has been an abandonment of the improvement 
In June, 1762, he sent his son with money to the Se. | right, must give way to it. 
cretary of the Land Office, with directions to procure | The abandonment must be judged of by the jury, as 
a warrant for 300 acres of land, including his improve. | 4 matter of fact, under all the circumstances When 
ments. He made three applications to the office for Croyle applied for his warrant for 300 acres by his son, 
that purpose, but met with refusals, and was permitted | he did not mean to abandon; he was dissatisfied with 
to take out a warrant for 100 acres only, dated 10th of | what his son had done, and said he would apply to Mr. 
June, 1762; adjoining lands surveyed to George Crog- | Penn for justice. He clings to his improvements, and 
han, and including his improvement at the mouth of | willnot surrender the posession of them; and when he 
Snake Spring. On this warrant, a survey of 123 acres | sells to El'iott, he pledges himiself to prove h’s prior 
and 123 perches, was made so late as 4th of March, | right. Ifthe present defendant or any persons under 
1768, by George Woods, for Richard Tea, deputy sur- whom he claims, had made valuable improvements 
veyor of the district. since the former recovery by default, and before the 
The survey for Croghan, in 1755, and the warrant of | present ejectment was commenced, it would avail him 
acceptance on the 26th of May, 1763, and the patent on much, as proof of an abandonment, but no such evi- 
the 30th of May, 1763, under which the defendant | dence has been given. ' 2% 
claimed, have been already mentioned. ‘This survey The jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff for 176 acres 
called for Thomas Croyle on one of the lines, by which | and 37 perches, finding where the same should be sur- 
the previous settlement of Croyle was clearly recogniz- | veyed; which, with the survey of 123 a¢res and 123 
ed by John Armstrong, the deputy. perches, already surveyed on his warrant, made up the 
On the 3d of August, 1767, Thomas Croyle obtained | exact quantity of 300 acres, without any surplus,upon an 
an application for 200 acres, adjoining his warranted ! established principle whichw ll hereafter be considered. 
land in Croyle’s valley, on the east side of the Ray’s This view of the doctrine of improvements is here gi- 
town branch of Juniata, on which there was surveyed | ven, for the purpose of introducing the application sys- 
158 acres, by George Woods, on 12th of March, 1768, )tem ofthe year 1765. Whether improvements were at 
Vou. XIII. 41 first only connived at; or whether they were expressly 
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encouraged, as seems to be the prevailing idea, (not- | 
withstanding some public acts and proclamations, and 

the act of Assembly of February 14th, 1729—30, (chap. 

312,) which declared, ‘* Tiat all and every person or 

persons, entering into,and taking possession of any lands 

within the province of Pennsylvania, not located or sur- 

veyed by some warrant or order from the proprietary or 

proprietaries. his or t.eir agents or Commiss-oners, to 

the person or persons possessing the said lands, or to 

some person or persons under whom they claim, and 

upon reasonable notice and request,refusing to remove, 

deliver up the possession, or to make Satisfaction for 

such lands, shall and may be proceeded against,in such 

manner as is prescribed by the several statutes of that 

part of Great Britain, called England, made against for- 

cible entries and detainers; and that no length of pos- 

session shall be a plea against such prosecution;” yet 

they had acquired at this period, an establishment not 

to be shaken; and had contributed, very greatly, to the 

prosperity of Pennsylvania. ‘The mild laws of our 
country, the benevolent system of the venerable Penn, 

the forbearing spirit which cherished and protected the 
rights of conscience, which were trampled on, and al- 

most extinguished, in the nations of Europe calling 
themselves enlightened; and with these, a land great 
in extent, happy in itsclimate, and exuberant in its soil, 

invited and encouraged emigration from every corner 
of the old world. Wealth flowed in upon us; but po- 
verty also found its asylum. It was indulgence to the 
industrious poor that invigorated the country,and chang- 
ed an uncultivated desart into fruitful fields; and the 
inhabitants were enabled to draw from the soil itself the 
means of acquiring the legal title to it, and laying the 
foundation of future independency. ‘his easy mode 
of acquiring an exclusive property in land was a princi. 
pal source of attachment to the country. ‘* A person, 
says the late Judge Wilson, becomes very unwilling to 
-relinquish those well known fields of his own which it 
has been the great object of his industry, and, perhaps, 
of his pride, to cultivate and adorn. This attachment 
to private landed property has, in some parts of the 
globe, covered barren heaths, and inhospitable moun- 
tains, with fair cities and populous villages; while, in 
other parts, the most inviting climates and soils remain 
destitute of inhabitants, because the rights of private 
property in land are not established or regarded.” 

This state of things with respect to settlements, un- 
questionably was one of the causes which give rise to 
the application system; and we may trace the source in 
every public actand proceeding. Warrants, on whic! 
money had been usually paid, gave place to applications, 
on which no money was paid. ‘Thereason was,that whilst 
the proprietarics now professed to give a preference to 
settlements and improvements, they were justly atten- 
tive to their own interest, and required proof of the 
dates of settlements, either in the application itself, or 
on the return of the survey, that they might know how 
to charge the interest in arrear,before they were willing | 
to confirm a title by warrant; and the accustomed war- 
rant from henceforth, was calleda warrant of accept- 
ance. The accommodation of the poorer class of peo- 
ple, may have been another inducement to this sys- 

em. 

The Jand on the west side of Susquehanna to the blue 
mountain, or Kittatinny hill, was purchased in 1736, 
and from thence, by the purchase of 1754, limited by 
the surrender and confirmation of 1758,to the west line | 
from Buffalo creck, including a very great part of the 
Juniata lands, and intersecting the Allegheny mountain 
as its extreme boundary, as has been already shewn 
Warrants issued uninterruptedly for the lands in both | 
these purchases, (in the latter from February, 1757 | 
until a stop was putto issuing warrants on the 17th of | 
June, 1765, when the Land Office continued shut for | 
one year, on the west side, excepting for improved 
lands. On the 5th of August, 1765, the office opened 
on the new plan, for the east side generally; and on the 
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west side for settled tands only. The plan was made 
known to the people by the following official adver- 
tisement. 


Land Office, 17th June, 1765. 


The honourable the proprietaries having been ap- 
prised, that many persons have been, and sti!l continue in 
the practice of taking up large quantities ofland within 
this province, only with a design to retail them out at 
advanced prices, by which means, persons really in 
want of lands, and willing to make immediate settle- 
ment, are often prevented from obtaining them on those 
moderate and easy original terms, proposed by the pro- 
prietaries for the encouragement of tie inhabitants. and 
the proprietaries, being desirous to put astop to a practice 
so repugnant to the general good, and, as far as in their 
power, prevent the troublesome and expensive conten- 
tions and attendences in the Land office,and other pro- 
prietary offices, (owing to the long delay of the peo- 
ple in applying for a confirmation of their titles, which 
necessarily creates intricacies in their claims, frequent 
impositions on the offices, and applications for lands 
either granted before, or to which other persons have 
prior claims, with many other inconveniences difficult to 
be avoided on the present mode of granting lands ) It 
is therefore proposed to make some alterations in that 
mode, and that, for the future, the following method 
shall be observed for granting lands within this pro- 
vince, Viz. : 

First. That every person desirous to settle any va- 
cant land purchased of the Indians,and not appropriat- 
ed to the proprietaries’ use,shall apply to the Secretary 
of the Land Office, who, in a book to be opened for 
that purpose, shall, instead of granting a warrant, regu- 
larly enter such person’s name, with the date of his ap- 
plication, and the description, or location of the land. 

Provided nevertheless, that no such application shall 
be received by the secretary, for more than 300 acres 
to any one person, without the special order of the pro- 
prietaries, or their commissioners of property; and that 
every evening, the secretary shall cause a true copy of 
all the applications of that day, regularly numbered in 
the order as applied for, to be sent to the Surveyor-Ge- 
neral’s office. 

Second, That on receipt of the copies of such ap- 
plications, the Surveyor-General shall, with all possible 
despatch, transmit transcripts of them to his deputy in 
each county, in whose respective districts they fall, with 
their dates of entry respectively, and an order for 
surveying the lands agreeably thereto. 

Third, That the deputy surveyor shall, within six 
months after the date of the entry of each application 
respectively inthe Secretary’s office, finish, and make 
return into the Surveyor-General’s office, of the survey 
of the land, specified in each application and order of 
survey, provided the copies of such applications be de- 
livered to him in a reasonable time, and the persons for 
whom the surveys are tu be made, or some other on 
their behalf, shall duly attend the deputy surveyor, to 
show him the land at the time he shall appoint, whereof 
the deputy shall give due and timely notice to the ap- 
pliers. And for the more regular management of this, 
the Surveyor General shall frame and send to his depu- 
ties, proper instructions, and by all means in his power, 
take care that they do their duty. And if any deputy 
surveyor shall be found guilty of neglect, or breach of 
duty in the premises, he, upon complaint, and due 
proof, made to the commissioners of property, or Sur- 
veyor-General, shall be superseded from his office. But 
if through any neglect of such applier to attend the de- 
puty surveyor, to show the land at the time appointed, 
or for any other good cause, such deputy shall not haye 
it in his power to make the return in the time limited, 


| he shall, before the expiration of that time, certify such 


cause to the Surveyor-General, . 
Fourth, That as all possible care will thus be taken 
on the part of the officers to give despatch, it is ex- 
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pected and required, on the part of the people, that | a neighbouring magistrate, or other satisfactory proof of 
every applier shall within six months after the date of | the nature of the improvement, and first settling there- 
the return of the survey into the Surveyor-General’s of- of, when the interest and quit rent is to commence. 

fice, (which day he shall carefully minute on the back | Improvements made before the land purchased of the 
of each return respectively,) be obliged to come and Indians, not to be regarded, unless the applier had se- 
pay in full for the land, to the Recciver General, on the , cretary Richard Peters’s promise of a warrant, as in 
new terms of five pounds sterling per hundred acres, | case of the manor of Maske, &c, 











¥; or value thereof, in current money of Pennsylvania, at In minute book 1, (east side) there is this entry. 
ie the rate of exchange between the cities of London and August 10th, 1765, agreed to, and ordered by the 
com Philadelphia, with interest from six months afier the | Governor, respecting warrants and applications. 
- date of such application to the time of payment, and| Where a piece of land applied for joins a settled 


the quit rent to be one penny sterling per acre. And | plantation, the secretary to giant a warrant with inter- 
on producing to the secretary of the Land-Office, the | est and quit rent from time of szttlement of the old 
Receiver-General’s receipt in full for the land, a war- | plantation. 
rant shall issue to the Surveyor-Grneral to accept and |. Where no certificate of a justice produced respect- 
make return of the survey into the secretary’s office, | ing an improvement, and warrant applied for; the se- 
who shill on reccipt thereof, make out the patent with | cretary to grant it on certificate or proof of other re- 
all reasonable expedition, unless the commissioners of | spectable person, especially where at a great distance 
is property, on account of some other person having a | froma magistrate. 
= prior claim, or other just reason, shall, for preventing Where no such proof made, then secretary to enter 
3 any of the mischiefs before specified, see good cause to | it as an application, and order survey to be made, and 
2 refuse such applier a patent. And every applier for | the deputy to report, and then issue warrant (if) ap- 
land is to take notice, that if he shall neglect to show | proved by the governor. 
the deputy surveyor the land at the time appointed, or| ‘The first item of this minute of the 10th of August, 
shall not pay to the Receiver- General, the full purchase | particularly, and the whole minute, generally, seems 
money within the said six months next after the return | to have been designed to detect and prevent that spe- 
of the survey as aforesaid, that then, in such or either | cies of fraud, which has since been so successfully 
of these cases, the proprietaries, or their commissioners | practised on the commonwealth. An improver, to 
Re of property, shall be at full liberty to grant the land to | avoid paying back interest as much as possible, would 
“ any other person or persons, t«ke an application or warrant for but the actual quan- 
i Fifth, That all persons possessing or claiming lands, | tity covered by his buildings, and cleared fields, and 
ee on account of any settlements or improvements, are re- | would then enter an application for the adjacent wood- 
* quired to enter their applications, in the Land Office, | land, as vacant and unimproved, although he original- 
= whether on the east or west side of Susquehanna, and } ly claimed it,and intended to cover it, and hold it under 
3 to bring with them authentic certificates from some | his improvement right. So far as this rule applied to 
. neighboring magistrate, of the nature of their improve- | such adjoining quantity, as with the settled land made 
ments, and the time when their settlements first began, | up no more than the usual plantation quantity of three 
and in default or neglect of such applier so todo within | hundred acres, allowed to improvers, it was correct and 
six months from the time of opening the said office, on | proper. Butif such quantity had been fairly applied 
the fifth of August next, the application of any other | for, under the improvement, and interest charged on 
person or persons will be received for such lands. the whole from the date of the settlement; it would 
& Sixth, That as by the almost total stop put by the | have been unjust to have extended it to a distinct and 
o late Indian wars to surveying on the west side of Sus- | independent application for another vacant, and unim- 
3 quehanna, a great many warrants on that side of the proved tract 
aa said river, yet remain unexecuted, the proprietaries’ But frauds have been practised on the commonwealth 
a commissioner of property and agents, judge it necessa- | to a very great extent. Old warrants have been aban- 
ry to open the office first for the east side of that river, | doned, and new warrants have been taken out for the 
in order to give further time to the deputies to execute | same lands, at reduced prices. Where surveys have 
and return the former warrants for land on the west | been made on unpaid warrants, but the surveys not 
side. And therefore notice is hereby given, that on | returned, those surveys have been abandoned, and new 
the fifth day of August next, the Land Office will be | returns procured including but part of the lands; and 
* opened for receiving applications for lands on the east | new warrants taken for the residue, at reduced prices. 
side of the river Susquehanna only, upon the plan and | The commonwealth has been aware of this; and a lim- 
terms aforesa'd; and will be opened also for receiving } ited act has heen passed to enab!e such persons to purge 
the like applications for land on the west side of Sus. the fraud, by paying up the difference; but the act has 
quehanna, as soon as the said business yet remaining to | not had much effect; and the people do not seem to be 
be done there shall be completed, or in such forward- | aware how much the neglect of this provision for their 
- ness as to admit of it, whereof due notice will be given. | benefit, may, at some future day, affect their titles. 
4 And further, That as a considerable part of the pro- On the 2d of October 1765, (minute book 1. pa. 7.) 
prietaries purchase money remains unpaid for many | the following additional instructions on -this subject, 
plantations which have been settled a great nu mber of | were given by the Surveyor General to his deputies. 
*9 years, notwithstanding the owners thereof have been}  ¢*{ am particularly ordered by the governor, and pro- 
if frequently called on, by public advertisements to pay | prietary agents, to enjoin you to be very careful in eve- 
d for the same; all persons, who have not yet taken out | ry survey you make, either in applications for land as 
3 their patents for any such lands, are required, between | unimproved, or on warrants for improvements since the 
this and the first day of March next, to come and take | opening the office for granting land on the new plan, 
out their patents for the said old surveyed lands, to | the 5th of August last, that where you find any improve- 
prevent that trouble and inconvenience both to them- | ment on the land, you are fully to inform yourself, and 
aq selves, and to the office, which must necessarily ensue | report to the office, with your return of the survey, 
from their neglecting longer to complete their titles. | when such settlement, or improvement, was first began, 
William Peters, Secretary. ,and where the land has no improvement on it, but joins 
_ Thursday, August Ist, 1765. The Land Office be- | some other land of the appliers, which has been settled 
ing to open for the east side of Susquehanna, on the | or improved, or has been granted to him by warrant, 
new plan, next Monday, it is resolved, that the secreta-| you are then to express in your draft, or retusn of 
ry give warrants to such persons as have built on, and survey, that it joins such other land of the appliers.” 
tesided on the land they apply for, and have a just| There are also two sets of general instructions, to de- 
claim to as an improvement, bringing a certificate from | puty surveyors, as follows— 
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Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, esquires, true and | and orders in surveying of all lands in tnis province, as 
absolute proprietors and governors in chief of the pro- | part of your instructions. 
vince of Pennsylvania and counties of Newcastle, Kent 1st. You shall survey for the use of the honourable 
and Sussex, on Delaware, to A. B. send greeting. | the proprietaries, in regular figures generally one-tenth 
Whereas, &c. our Surveyor General, with our approba- | of all lands, or 500 acres out of every 5U00 acres that 
tion, hath by a commission bearing even date herewith, | you shall survey, and make return thereof for their use 
deputed you the said A. B. to be surveyor of (naming | ona warrant dated the 13th of October 1760. 
the district and its bounds.) 2dly. By their direction and order, you are not to 

Now know, that for your better guidance and direc- | Survey On any one warrant. more land than ten per cent. 
tion in the execution of the said commission, we have | over and above the quantity mentioned in such warrant, 
thought fit to enjoin the following instructions for your with the usual allowance of six per cent. and this rule 
observation: you are to observe with respect to all past warrants, not 

1. You shall faithfully execute every such warrant as | y . ern wie whe showrempae Hy Fay ta 
shall be directed to you, to the best of your skill, know- ea § sated Ik y 4 one eae 
ledge and understanding, according to the express | pogo eae om ai asia a pny i. nt 
words and order of such warrants, and no otherwise, | 0° OPCS? te oy wesnne ro mae oe cacra a 
without special leave first had from us for your so do- | unless you have a copy FB lOgURe WErTNN ar PPPUca- 
ing. tion numbered, and to you directed by the surveyor 

general himself, or his order. 

4thly. You shall lay out all lands that adjoin rivers or 
large creeks, at least three times the length from the 
river or creek, as they are laid out in breadth on the 
said river or creek, so that each purchaser may have a 
proportionable front on the water, provided the ground 
will in any wise admit of it, and to lay out all lands con- 
contiguous, as the places will bear, admit or allow of, | tiguous, and as regular as possible, and you are to give 
unless directed by your warrant to the contrary. at least ten days notice in each township in your district, 

4, You shall make returns of every warrant into the | by fixing up advertisement, or otherwise, in one or more 
Surveyor General’s office at Philadelphia, with a pro- | of the public places therein, signifying at what time you 
tracted figure of the land exactly performed, and the | will attend in that township to execute the new appli- 
field works annexed, and that within six months afier | cations for all lands therein, requesting all persons con- 
the receipt of such warrants or order of survey, but if | cerned to attend, and provide to have their business 
any thing shall happen that the survey cannot possibly | completed. 
be performed within that time, you shall transmit an| 5thly. You shall execute every application to you di- 
account in writing into the Surveyor General’s office | rected, and make return thereof into the Surveyor Ge- 
containing the reason of such delay. | neral’s office, within six months a‘ter the date of such 

| 
j 


<- You shall not execute any warrant upon any sur- 
veyed lands, or manors, or reputed manor lands, or on 
any other land appropriated to our use, by any former 


survey, unless such lands be expressly mentioned in 
your warrant. 


3. You shall lay out all lands as regular and nearly 





5. You shall not deliver unto any person whatsoever, | application, provided the persons who shall obtain the 
any draughts, plots or field works of his land before your | same, or some other person in their behalf, will attend 
return be made into the Surveyor General’s office, and | and show the land to be surveyed, and pay for survey- 


be there allowed of. | ing the same as soon as completed, but in case the ap- 
6. You shall not make use of any chain carriers, but | plier, or some person for him or her, do not show the 
such as are of known honesty, and of good repute | land, and also pay the fees for surveying as soon as the 
amongst their neighbors, which chain carriers shall | same is done, or any other reasonable cause shall oblige 
take a solemn attestation before some magistrate, justly | you to delay the execution thereof, you shall enter your 
and exactly to execute their trust without favour, par- | reasons for not performing the same on the back of the 
tiality or affection, copies of such applications, and transmit an account 
7. You shall not make return of any surveysbut what | thereof to the Surveyor General, with all convenient 
hath been actually made by you on the spot; and you | speed; and you may observe by the regulations propo- 
shall take care that all outlines and bounds shall be fair-| sed in the Land Office, that much will depend on the 
ly and visibly marked before you quit the field. | care and despatch of the deputy surveyor, and I desire 
8. You shall keep fair and regular entries in order of | the people may not have any cause of complaint of your 
time, of all surveys and re-surveys by you made from | neglecting their business, (Signed by the surveyor 
time to time, in pursuance of any warrant or order of | general. 
survey, which you shall receive, with a draught or plot} On the Ist of August, 1766, the office was opened on 
thereof, and field works annexed, in books to be by you | the new plan for the west side of Susquehanna, on the 


kept for that purpose, and our Surveyor General shall, | same termsas on the east side. 
from time to time, have free access to the said books of | It had been the practice to survey large tracts of 
entries and other papers relating to your office as depu- | land upon warrants calling for but a small number of 
ty surveyor, when he shall think necessary, and the! acres; fifty acres warrants were usual, and several 
said book of entries and other papers relating to your | numbers had been returned on them; and warrants in 
said office shall be by you (or those into whose hands! general were permitted by this custom, to cover a large 
your papers might fall after your decease,) delivered | overplus. To restrain this practice the following or- 
up into the hands of our Surveyor General for the time | ders were issued. 
being, or such other persons as we shall appoint, when| April 15th 1767. Upon its being represented that 
you (or those into whose hands your papers may fall,) | many surveys are made, and making, which contain 
shall be by*us thereunto required. more land than the warrant or application specifies, the 
9. Out of all fees that you receive for surveying, or | governor orders, that no surveys be received consisting 
re-surveying of lands or lots during the force of your| of more than ten acres per cent, above the quantity 
commission, you shall pay unto our Surveyor General, | specified in the warrant or application. (Minute book 
the full third part thereof. For the true performance | I. pa. 69.) 
of which instructions you shall give bond to us with se-| May Ist 1767. Upon the representation of the Sur- 
curity in the sum of /. and sign a counterpart of | veyor General, that great numbers of surveys had been 
these presents by indenture. returned, both on warrants and applications exceeding 
To A. B. deputy surveyor. the quantities mentioned in the warrants or applications, 
In consequence of sundry leters received from the | and the ten per cent. allowed the surveyors to exceed; 
honorable the proprictaries, and the new regulations in | and at this time to cut off the excesses of those surveys, 
the Land Office, you are to observe the following rules) would, in a manner, put a stop to the business of the 
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whole province. And it appearing that the surveyors 
have certified, that in many cases these excesses of 
quantity are to the advantage and interest of the pro- 
prietors, as they include land which by itself would pro- 
bably never be taken up from its barrenness. The Go- 
vernor is pleased to order, that as to whatlis past, the 
Surveyor general receive the returns of the surveys, 
though they should exceed the quantities mentioned in 
the warrants or applications; and the ten per cent. But 
that for the future, he strictly charge his deputies, that 
they shall not, on any pretence, return more than the 
quantity, with the usual allowance for roads, and the 
ten per cent. upon pain of being obliged, at their own 
expense, to rectify any surveys they shall return with 
such excess of quantity. (Minute book I. pa. 74.) 
This later order appears to be explicit and perempto- 
ry; yet it does not appear to have been rigidly adhered 
to in the letter; and in some instances was certainly de- 
parted from. Some allowance would naturally be made 
for the difference of surveys, as in former times. Ona 
re-survey it might turn out a little more or less. It was 


to be observed according to the latter instructions of | 
the Surveyor General ‘‘as near as reasonably may be.” | 


The exact measure in every case might be impractica- 
ble in common: experience. An acre, ora few acres 
more, or less,{could not possibly*be’the object, or be con- 
sidered as a violation of the spirit of the rule; and com- 
mon understanding and experience would, in a moment, 
be able to decide what ought to be considered an acci- 
dental or intended departure from it. Should the mere 
circumstances, in running round a survey, of setting a 


~~ 








Immediately after the plaintiff ’s warrant was taken out 
Millison built a cabin on the lands in controversy, and 
retained possession of them.’ On the 23d of October, 
1786, Jacob Millison, as administrator of his father, 
obtained a warrant for 200 acres, in trust for the heirs, 
and procured a survey of 220 3-4 acres, on the 12th of 
September, 1786, and a patent on the 12th of October, 
1786—which included the lands in question. 

Three surveyors were examined, who declared, that 
where there was no dispute, they found little or no dif- 
ficulty, where they returned more than ten per cent, 
surplus, on surveys made by them since the Revolution, 
In some instances, 350 and 360 acres had been survey- 
ed, and returned on warrants for 200 acres; and insome 
others, double the quantity of the lands mentioned in 
the warrants, and they had been all accepted. 

Judge Smith, who, by reason of the indisposition of 
the presiding judge, delivered the charge, said “ 1, how- 
ever, for my own part, do not go so far as the witnesses, 
with respect to surveying, and returning surplus lands, 
I rather think the deputy was not obliged to make a 
return of so large a survey as 900 acres, under warrants 
for 600 acres; and that the Land Office was not bound 
by their usage, to accept so large areturn, The first 
instructions to the deputy surveyors, not to survey 
more than a surplus of ten per cent. on each hundred 
acres contained in a warrant, took place in 1767, and 
arose from a desire to accommodate the different appli- 
ers with lands, and the fees of the different officers 
were regulated thereby. But when it was discovered 
that the proprietary institution might be evaded by tak- 


course an half or a quarter of a degree too wide, and | ing out warrants in the names of other persons, the rule 


including an acre or more two much, be made use of to 

revent the acceptance of a survey, the common feel- 
ing of the people would revolt at it; nor could the mere 
letter of any law justify the mischief, the inconvenience, 
and expense which would follow from the construction; 
and every law should be construed reasonably; as a 


good general rule, however, it has been adopted by the | 


courts, which regard the customs of the Land Office. 
But even the ten percent. must be relinquished, where 
the interest of other purchasers would be affected by it. 


of practice still continued, though the reason of it had 
long before ceased. However, before the Revolution 
| whenever the deputy surveyor certified, that the surplus 
lands beyond the ten per cent. were only desirable for 
the lands in the warrant, there was little hesitation as 
| to the accepting of the return of survey of such surplus, 
I know of no rule on the subject. If the present con- 


| test rested merely on the point, whether 450 acres 
should not be returned on each of Millison’s warrants, 


as a matter of right, 1 should incline against the defend- 


If an adjoining warrantee would be diminished in quan- | ant; but I give no decided opinion thereon, The prac- 


tity, the elder warrant must be restricted to its quantity 
without any surplus, which can be retained only where 
it does no injury to others; and the first applier has no 
right to complain, if he gets what he purchased. The 
whole law, therefore, as far as it has been considered 
by the courts will appear in the following cases, 

The point was started in the case of the lessee of 
Merchant and Bright v. John Millison, before Yeates 
and Smith Justices, Westmoreland, November, 1800. 
MSS. Reports. Butthe case appears to have gone on 
other grounds, and will be stated here so far only as 


connected with this subject, and introductory to other 
cases. 


The plaintiff claimed the land under a warrant for 
259 acres, dated 10th February 1786, on which 268 
acres, and 155 perches, were surveyed on the 12th of 


April following, and a patent thereon 27th of October, 
1787. 


Jacob Millison, the father of defendant, en the 4th of 
December 1784, obtained two warrants, for 300 acres— 
each, calling foran improvement. One in his own name, 
on which interest was tocommence on the Ist of March, 
1780—the other in the name of his son Philip, interest 
to commence on the Ist of March, 1782. 


The assistant of the deputy surveyor made a large 
survey on these warrants, of 900 acres, on the 26th of 


April 1785, but afterwards returned above 300 acres on 
each warrant, 


The plaintiffs survey included some of the improved, 
and some of the best land in the large survey, by a sup- 
posed line, which was not marked, about fifty perches 
from defendant’s house, leaving to defendant, a quan- 
tity of poor, thin land, on the back part of the stirvey. 


tice of surveyors, since the Revolution, would have 
great weight.” 

The main question, however, was, whether taking 
the new warrant for the 200 acres, was notan abandon- 
ment of the first survey, and an acquiescence in the two 
returns excluding the land; and whether the defendant 
knew and consen‘ed to it; and if he did, the plaintiff ’s 

| warrant must be preferred. And it was said that the 

| surveyor had no right to garble lands at his will and 

| pleasure, and returns what parcel he thinks proper; 

| and that in an instance like the present he should have 
stated the contents of the first survey to his employer, 
and taken his directions therein. And it resulted to 
this, whether the assistant surveyor had been guilty of 
a legal fraud, or not? and the jury, under the circum- 
stances, found a verdict for the defendant, with the 
approbation of the court. 

So, in Kyle’s lessee v. White, decided in 1809, in the 
Supreme Court, the defendant held under two warrants, 
dated 3d February, 1755, for one hundred acres, each, 
on which a survey of 562 1-2 acres was made on the 
28th of November, 1760, but not returned, from acci- 
dental circumstances, into the Surveyor General’s office, 
until November, 1766. 

Tilghman, C. J. In considering the objection as to 
the quantity of land, we must advert to the time when 
the survey was made. If made at this day, the objec- 
tion would be decisive. But inthe year 1760, when it 
was made, it was customary to include much larger 
quantities than the warrants called for. It was not until 
1767, that this practice was altered by instructions of 
the governor tothe surveyors. The plaintiff had notice 
of defendant’s survey, before he took out his warrant. 
1 Binney, 249. 
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And, in 1810, the case came before the Supreme 
Court, in the lessee of Steinmetz v- Young, under the 
following circumstances, on appeal from the circuit 
court, at York. 

The plaintiff claimed under a warrant to William 
Grouce for 100 acres in the year 1751, founded upon 
an improvement. In October, 1761, Grouce conveyed 
to George Stevenson and George Ross, describing the 

perty as “‘aplantation and tract of land, containing 
y estimation 300 acres more or less.” A survey of 
279 3-4 acres was made on the warrant by T. Armor, an 
assistant deputy surveyor, on the 26th of February, 
1764, which was never returned, and it was clear from 
the Surveyor’s field notes, that the survey was not cor- 
rect, because 159 acres of it were included in another 
survey made three days before by Armor, for Ross & 
Co. who were still the owners of Grouce’s warrant. On 
the 9th of November, 1788, a survey of 287 acres and 
137 ps. was made for the lesser of the plaintiff, on 
Grouce’s warrant which he then owned, including but 
a small part of the first survey; and this was returned 
and filed in the Surveyor General’s Office, on the 16th 
of April, 1790. 

The defendant, who claimed under a warrant for 60 
acres, including an improvement, dated June 4th, 1802, 
interest to commence on the 4th March, 1790, which 
was offered in evidence, and overruled, but also waved, 
on plaintiff ’s consent to read it, contended that the sur- 
vey of 1788, could not be maintained, in consequence 
of the orders of 1767; and because the act of assembly 
of the 8th of April, 1785, in effect imposed the same 
restriction, was in many respects a general law, extend- 
ed to every part of the State, and was a direct obstacle 
to the acceptance of the plaintiff’s survey, which no 
practice, or custom in the Land Office could obviate; 
and cited Kyle v. White, where it is said, that if the sur- 
vey in that case had been made at the present day, the 
objection founded upon its excess, would have been 
decisive. 

The point reserved at the trial was, whether on the 
warrant for 100 acres, a survey of 287 acres, in 1788, 
could be accepted, and it was fully argued on this ap- 

eal. 

Tilghman, C. J. delivered the judgment of the court 
as follows: 

There is no doubt, but that prior to the year 1767, a 
survey of 300 acres might have been made on a warrant 
for 100; such was the practice of the Land Office. But 
in the year 1767, the Board of Property made an order, 
that no survey should be accepted, containing more 
than ten per cent. surplus, above the quantity called 
for by the warrant, with the usual allowance of six per 
cent, for roads, &c. An act of Assembly to the same 
effect was made in April, 1785; but as it has been ex- 
pressly decided by this court, in the case of M’Ginnis’s 
lessee, v. Albright, December, 1799, that this act does 
not extend to any part of the State, but that which lies 
within the last purchase of the Indians, it has no bearing 
on the present case, 

Judge Smith, who had great experience in the busi- 
ness of the Land Office,and was himself a deputy sur- 
veyor before the Revolution, mentions, in his charge, 
that he had himself surveyed 400 acres, on a 300 acre 
warrant, after the year 1767, which had been accepted, 
the party paying for the surplus; and that he knew of 
no instance, where a survey, containing more than ten 
per cent. surplus, had been rejected by the Land Of- 
fice, if it did not interfere with the rights acquired by 
others, before the return of the survey. It is certain 
that the proprietary officers were in the habit of some. 
times dispensing with the general rules of office, where 
no injustice was done by it; and it is a striking feature 
in the present cause, that in the year 1761, Grouce con- 
sidered himself as entitled to S00 acres on this warrant. 
At that time he might have had his 300 acres surveyed; 
and if it was understood in the neighborhood, that he 
meant to take 300 acres; or there were any lines, or 


—————————— 


| 
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claim, I think it highly probable, that the proprietary 
officers would have accepted a survey for 287 acres, 
after the year 1767, provided he had stated his case to 
the Board of Property, and make it appear, that no 
other person had acquired an interest in the surplus, 
The acceptance of such a survey was a matter between 
the warrantee and the proprietaries. No third person 
could be injured. Nor has the present defendant the 
least particle of equity in his case. What is it to him 
whether the plaintiff had more or less land included in 
his survey. 

I have endeavored to ascertain the practice of our 
own Land Office, since the revolution: and it appears 
that many surveys have been accepted, made since the 
year 1767, on old warrants, containing more than ten 
percent, surplus. Considering all the circumstances 
of this case then, without laying down any general rule, 
it is my opinion, that the return of the plaintiff’s survey, 
which was filed in the Land Office, before any other 
person had acquired a right, and to which no objection 
was made by the Surveyor General, gave him sufficient 
title to recover in this ejectment, Judgment affirmed. 

But all the cases recognized the principle, that ifa 
third person should be injured, or there should be an 
intervening right before the survey made, though on a 
younger warrant, the first warrant wi:l not be entitled 
even to the ten per cent. surplus, if it would thereby 
deprive the second warrant of any part of its quantity. 

Thus, in Elliott’s lessee, v. Bonnet, twice before 
cited, the judge concluded his charge to the jury, thus, 
** If the jury shall decide for the plaintiff, the only re- 
maining thing to be considered, is, what ought he to 
recover? He has got under the warrant to Croyle, in- 
cluding his improvement, 123 acres, and 123 perches; 
and there being another legal right in the hands of the 
surveyor (though posterior to Croyle’s application) be- 
fore the survey was made, he is now entitled only to 
176 acres, and 37 perches; the difference between what 
is already surveyed to him, and the strict quantity of 
300 acres, under his improvement, and not to any sur- 
plus quantity of ten per cent. and that finding for the 
ten per cent. might possibly endanger their verdict. 

And in the lessee of Gripe v. Baird, Huntingdon, 
May. 1805, before Yeates and Smith, justices, MSS. Re- 
ports. The rule was thus recognized, ‘‘ That under 
the order of May, 1767, the deputy surveyors were not 
to return more than ten per cent. beyond the usual al- 
lowance for roads, on the quantity of lands contained in 
the application or warrant; but this only held when there 
was no conflicting right when the survey was made; for 
in such case the deputy was not permitted to exceed the 
quantity called for with the allowance of six per cent. 
for roads. ‘This was equal justice, and conformable to 
the settled practice of the Land Office. It has been 
pursued in the circuit court, at Bedford, in November, 
1801, in Elliott’s lessee, v, Bonnet, where the jury were 
strongly disposed to find the surplus of ten per cent for 
the plaintiff. 

On the fourth item of the second set of instructions, 
to the deputies, before noted, the following case has 
occurred. 

Lessee of Bear v. Russell, Northumberland, October, 
1796, before Yeates and Smith, justices,MSS. Reports, 

An application was entered, on the 3d of April, 1769, 
No. 164, in the name of John M’Grath, for 300 acres of 
land, on the south side of the wes! branch of Susque- 
hanna, about 25 miles from Fort Augusta, concluding 
a bottom called Oughcoughpockeny. 

A survey was made thereon, by Charles Lukens, of 
330 acres and allowance, on the 26th of June, 1769, 
which contained a front of 902 perches on the river. 

Caveats were filed against the return of this survey; 
and on the 26th of March, 1770, the Board of Proper- 
ty, on the claims of John Stephens, John Montgomery, 
and John Morgan, against William Plunket, (who ob- 
tained a transfer of M’Grath’s, location on the 21st of 
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March, preceding, ) decided, that the narrow bottom on 
the river should be divided by Charles Lukens and 
William Scull, into as many tracts as it would allow of, 
taking in as much of the back lands as were fit-to be 
taken up, or as the parties should be willing to take 
into their surveys; and that it should stand over, until 
the matter should be decided between Stephens and | 
Plunket, as to Plunket’s location. 
issued to Plunket, on the 17th of August, 1774, and on 
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CHESTER COUNTY CABINET. 


Seventh Report of the Chester County Cabinet of Na” 


tural Science. 


At the stated meeting of the Cabinet, on the 15th of 
March, 1834, CHEYNEY HANNUM, on behalf of the 
Curators, offered the following Report:—which was ap- 


A patent, however, | proved, and ordered to be published. 


In presenting the Annual Report, comprising a brief 


the next day he mortgaged the lands to the trustees of | outline of the present condition and an enumeration of 


the general Loan Office, to secure the payment of ) the ac 


200/. and interest, on the 22d of April, 1793, the lands 
were sold by Flavel Roan, sheriff, (the mortgage money 
being unpaid, ) to the lessors of the plaintiff, for 8111. | 

The defendant held as tenant, under the heirs of | 
John Montgomery, who entered an application on the 
third of April, 1799, No. 916, for 300 acres on the west, | 
branch of Susquehanna, upon the south side of the said | 
branch, opposite the lower end of the proprietaries sur- 
vey, Upon a small run on the river, opposite to the up- 
per end of Muncy hill. 

It appeared in evidence, that the defendant’s location 
described the lands in question, and that if i 








survey had been bounded by the run therein mentioned, 
it would have excluded the controverted grounds. 
There was a long narrow bottom of excellent land along 
the river: the grounds back were arable, and fit for cul- | 
tivation, though being pine barrens, they were of much 
inferior quality to those in front of the river. Applica- 
tion was made in june, 1769, to Levy Stevens, who 
surveyed under Charles Lukens to make the survey for 
Montgomery. He promised to do it, and return the 
lands above the mouth of the run for him, and a large 
walnut tree there, was afterwards fixed as a corner of 
his survey; but the promise was not complied with. 

Notice was given at the Sheriff ’s sale, of Montgome- | 
ry’s claim. 

Yeates, J.being one of the executors of S. Chambers, 
who claimed part of the land, declined taking any part | 
in the decision. 

Smith, J. I feel no difficulty whatever, sitting alone 
in this cause. It is so plain that it cannot be perplexed. 
The instructions formerly given to deputy surveyors, 
and their usage, will readily determine the dispute be- 
tween the parties. 

He then mentioned the 4th item of the instructions, 
before given at large. 

if there were no other warrants or applications than 
those they were executing, they assumed greater liber- 
ties; and if, in such instances, they gave a larger front 
on a river, or creek, than their instructions admitted, 
and their surveys were accepted, no injury was done, 
and no one could reasonably complain. ‘The proprieta- 
ries might, in such a case, dispense with their usual 
rule, and grant their lands as they pleased. But where 
there were other rights, though subsequent in point of 
time, which also called for execution, the due propor- 
tion of front on the water, and extent back, ought in 
justice to be adhered to. To deviate from the estab- 
lished rule under those circumstances, would do mani- 
fest injustice to third persons. I will not say, that in 
practice, the surveyor is restricted to one, or even two 
perches beyond his directions; where the situation of 
the grounds calls for a latitude in judgment; but J will 
assert, that to go 902 perches, by the margin of a navi- 
gable river, and where the lands back are of a quality 
proper for cultivation, to fill up an order for 300 acres, 
is altogether unprecedented, and unwarranted by any 
law or usage, where it would operate against the rights 
of others, By such improper practices, in garbling the 
whole of the lands in the first quality, the settlement of 
the country is retarded, besides doing essential injus- 
tice to individuals. 

There was accordingly a verdict for defendant. But 
on the erection of Lycoming county, in which the lands 
now lie, the controversy was renewed; but it has since 
been compromised. 


(To be continued. ) 








qnisitions and advancement of the Cabinet, dur- 


ing the past year, the Curators feel assured that there 


is abundant cause for congratulating their fellow mem- 
bers, on account of the increasing prosperity of the in- 
stitution. 

Our collections have been greatly augmented, during 
the space of time embraced by the present Report, and 
in some departments the additions exceed those of any 
preceding year. For this enlargement we are much in- 
debted to the liberality of severai valuable friends and 
correspondents, who, in conjunction with the active 
portion of our members, have contributed to effect that 
degree of success which we have now the pleasure to 
announce. 

It might, perhaps, be considered within the province 
of our duties to notice the several valuable mineral lo- 
calities of our county. But the necessity of this requi- 
sition will appear less urgent when we recollect that, 
in 1832, one of our members made a catalogue, which 
is filed among the Cabinet papers, of all the known Mi- 
neral localities of Chester county. Since that time we 
are not aware that any discoveries of importance have 
been made, except some strata of fine white marble in 
the Great Valley, about five miles north of West Ches- 
ter. We might remark, however, that a mine of the 
black oxide of manganese has recently been opened on 
the farm of Mr. William Osborne, near the line between 
the townships of West Town and East Bradford; and 
we have been informed that it is in contemplation to 
open another mine, on an adjoining farm belonging to 
Mr. John Osborne, of West Town. Several of the ox- 
ides of manganese are found in that vicinity. The black 
oxide is of a superior quality and will command the 
highest price given for the article in the Philadelphia 
market. Several tons have been obtained by the per- 
sons engaged in the enterprise, but whether there is a 
bed sufficiently extensive to render the undertaking a 
profitable business, they are yet unable to determine. 

In our mineralogical department we acknowledge the 
reception of several valuable donations : 

From Dr. Joseph Cloud, 4 boxes of minerals, con- 
taining nearly 400 specimens, This splendid collection 
may be noted as one of the most estimable presents we 
have ever received; and in testimony of our respect to 
the donor, and for the purpose of showing that we are 
not insensible to such exemplary generosity, a case will 
be prepared for preserving them separate from our 
other minerals, where they will be distinguished by the 
appropriate title of the ‘* Cloud donation.” 

From Mr. Jonathan Valentine, a beautiful specimen 
of Zoisite, from West Goshen township, near the N, E, 
angle of this borough. Also, from Mr. Samuel Tyson, 
14 specimens of Chester county minerals. Dr. Carra- 
way presented a valuable collection of minerals from 
Arkansaw Territory, among which are several hand- 
some specimens of Limpid, Milky, and Yellow Quartz. 
Mr. Carpenter Marshall presented several specimens of 
Feldspar and Carbonate of Lime, from the State of Del- 
aware. From Mr. Joseph A, Davidson, 4 specimens of 
minerals from the vicinity of Pottsville. From L. W. 
Williams, 2 collections of minera!s from various locali- 
ties, principally within the state of New York. From 
Mr. Davis Brooke, several specimens of clay, mixed 
with the oxide of lron, which have been placed in our 
Chester county case, for future inspection. 

From Dr. Isaac Parrish, of Philadelphia, a box of 
casts of North American Trijobites, which, with those 
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forwarded during the preceding year, by the same gen- 
tleman, form an interesting collection, which may con- 
tribute to facilitate our progress in the investigation of 
these remarkable fossil remains. 

From Mr. Wm. M. Meredith, of Philadelphia, 3 spe- 
cimens of Stalactite from Antiparos, and a specimen of 
white marble from the quarry at Paros. These were 
accompanied by other donations, consisting of a frag- 
ment of Mosaic pavement; and an Earthen Lamp found 
in the Grecian Archipelago, supposed to be about 3000 
years old. : 

From Philip P. Sharpless, some iron and lead balls, 
from the Brandywine battle ground; and also one mus- 
ket ball from D. Carr, embedded in oak from the same 
locality. 

The additions of the Flora of the county, have not 
been numerous. The following plants, however, have 
been detected within its limits, since last report, viz.— 
Cenchrus echinatus, Lithospermum hirtum, Habenaria 
bracteata, Liparis Correana, Carex setacea, C. Torrey- 
ana, and Pinus inops. 

Our general Herbarium has been greatly augmented 
by the munificence of Professor Hooker, of Glasgow, 
in presevting us with 433 species of plants; of which 
upwards of 300 were new to our collection. A consider- 
able number of these are from the Arctic regions of this 
continent. To that distinguiued gentleman and pro- 
found botanist, we are under many obligations for fre- 
quent and liberal remittances of plants. Some valuable 
acquisitions have also been obtained from the Pine for- 
ests of New Jersey, which were visited, by two of our 
members, once a month during the last summer. 

The cultivators of American Botany have recently 
been deprived of an eminent fellow labourer, in the late 
Rev. Lewis D. v. Schweinitz, of Bethlehem, Pa.; and 
this Cabinet, in particular, has to lament the loss of an 
early, constant, and generous benefactor. The recol- 


lection of his many virtues will be unceasingly cherish- 
ed by every member who enjoyed the happiness of his 


personal acquaintance; whilst the volumes of our Her- 
barium will for ever bear testimony to the liberality and 
value of his contributions. So long as our Institution 
shall exist, we never can be unmindful of our obliga- 
tions to our late amiable and estimable frien‘. 

Considerable attention is devoted to Zoology by a por- 
tion of our members, Ornithology continues to be a 
favorite branch of science; and it is to this department 
that the most extensive, as well as the most interesting 
accessions have been made during the past year. Since 
the last report about 50 county specimens have been 
added to our former collection, prepared in a style of 
superior neatness by Mr. John K. Townsend, a young 
but talented ornithologist of Philadelphia. 


The following Catalogue exhibits a list of the speci- | 


mens just referred to: 


1, Falco Sparverius, Fem. 
2, Falco Velox, Male. 
3, Coccyzus Erythrop- 
thalmus, 

4, Picus Pubescens, 

5, Hirundo Bicolor, 

6, Muscicapa Fusca, 

7, M. Acadica, 


American Sparrow Hawk. 
Slate coloured Hawk. 


M. Black billed Cuckoo. 
- Downy Woodpecker. 
. White-bellied Swallow, 
. Pewit Flycatcher. 
- Small green-crested Fly- 
catcher. 
8, M. Ruticilla, - American Redstart. 
9, Vireo Noveboracen- 
sis, 
10, V. Gilvus, M. 
11, V. Olivaceus, M. 
12, Sylvia Noveboracen-’ 
sis, M. 
13, S. Pardalina, M. & F, 
14, S. Blackburni, M. 
15, S. Icterocephala, M. 
16, S. Striata, M. 
17, S. Pinus, M. 


M. White-eyed Flycatcher. 
Warbling Flycatcher. 


Red-eyed Flycatcher. 


Water Thrush. 

Canada Flycatcher. 
Blackburnian Warbler. 
Chesnut-sided Warbler. 
Black Poll Warbler. 
Pine creeping Warbler. 


18, S. Americana, 
19, S. Petechia, 
20, S. Canadensis, 
21, S. Vermivora, 
22, S. Trichas, 
25, Regulus Cristatus, 
24, Fringilla Cyanea, 
5, F. Pennsylvania, 
| 26, F. Savanna, 
27, F. Passerina, 
28, F. Pusilla, 
29, F. Pinus, 
30, F. Iliaca, 
| 31, F. Ludoviciana, 
32, F. Purpurea, 
| 33, Loxia Curvirostra, 
34, Columba Carolinen- 
sis, 
| 35, Tringa Semipalma- 
ta, 
36, Totanus Flavipes, 
| 37, T- Bartramius, 
38, T. Chloropygius, 
_ 59, Anas Sponsa, 


M. 
F, 
M. 


M. 


M. 
1. Summer Duck, 


- Blue yellow back Warbler, 
. Yellow red poll Warbler. 

. Black throated blue Ward. 
. Worm-eating Warbler. 

- Maryland yellow throat. 

- Golden crested Wren. 

. Indigo Bird. 

- White-throated Sparrow. 

M. Savannah Finch. 

. Yellow-winged Sparrow, 

. Field Sparrow. 

- Pine Finch. 

. Fox coloured Sparrow. 

. Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 

. Purple Finch. 

- American Crossbill. 


Turtle Dove. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper. 
Yellow-shanks Snipe. 
Bartrams Sandpiper. 
Solitary Sandpiper. 


| The last enumerated specimen was presented by Mr. 
| George F. Kennedy. In addition to the above we take 
| pleasure in announcing the following donation from Mr. 
| John K. Townsend, comprising 15 species of birds, 
| mostly rare: 

| 


| 1, Mergus Cuculatus, 
| 2, Podiceps Carolinensis, 
3, Fuligula Perspicillata, 
4, Falco Columbarius, 
5, Turdus Mustelinus, 
6, T. Minor, 
7, T. Wilsonii, 
8, Ardea Candidissima, 
|9. A. Nycticorax, 
| 10. A. Virescens, 
11. Rallus Crepitans, 
12, R. Virginianus, 
13, Tringa Arenaria, 
14, Charadrius Wilsonius, Wilson’s Plover. 
15, Sylvia Vigorsii, F. Vigors’s Warbler. 

Dr. E Mitchener, of New Garden, presented a hand- 
|some specimen of the Falco Halictus, (male) Fish 
| Hawk, and one Sylvia Au‘umnalis, (male) Autumnal 

Warbler. 

From Mr. A. F. Darley, of Philadelphia, a specimen 
of Raltus Carolinus, (female) Rail or Saura. 

From Mr. William Mills,"a living specimen of Falco 
Leucocephalus (male) Bald Eagle, taken in West Caln 
township, Chester county. 

From H. T, Jefferis, a specimen of Mergus Mergan- 
ser, prepared by Mr. Philip Sharpless. 

From J. L, Darlington, a specimen of Scalops Cana- 
densis, prepared by himself; and two specimens of the 
same animal were presented by Mark Denny, Esq. 

From Capt. Thomas Dixey we received a specimen 
of the head and bill of the Albatross, from the Cape of 
Good Hope. Also, from the same gentleman, the jaw- 
bone of a Shark—the jaw-bone of a Porpoise--2 speci- 
mens of Zoophytes—a specimen of Paradisea Apodea 
from Canton—an Indian feather dress from the N. W. 
coast of America—specimen of cloth manufactured by 
the natives of the Sandwich Islands, and several other 
interesting donations. 

From Mr. Richard Thomas we received a copper cal- 
ender for the year 1773; and from Mr. E. ‘T, Weaver 
a medal struck during the procession on the centennial 
anniversary of the birth of Washington, accompanied 
with a badge. 

By the liberality of our President and Treasurer, Pr. 
William Darlington and D. Townsend, Esq. the value 
of our Library has been greatly enhanced. The fullow- 
ing is a catalogue of their splendid donations: 


M. Hooded Merganser. 

M. Dobchick, 

M. Surf Duck. 

F. Pidgeon Hawk. 

M. Wood Thrush. 

F. Hermit Thrush. 
“M. Tawny Thrush. 

M. Snowy Heron. 

F. Night Heron. 

M. Green Heron. 

M. Clapper Rail. 

M. Virginia Rail. 

M. Ruddy Plover. 
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Flora Londinensis, in four large folio volumes. 

Genera of American Plants, by Charles Plummer. 

Reliquiz Houstonianz, or description of ; 
South American Plants, by Wm, Hous- > Latin, 


ton, 
Historia Fucorum, Gencric and Specific. “6 
Flora Monspeliaca, by Anthony Gouan, a 
Flora Cantabrigiensis, by Richard Relhan, 6s 
Definitions of the Genera of Plants, by Chris- 

tian Gottlieb Ludwig, “ 
Hortus Regius Monspeliensis, by A. Gouan, na 
Vaucher’s Conferve, French. 
Botanical Dictionary, by E. V. Ventenat, 4 

vols. - 
Introduction to the Study of Botany, by J. 

C. Philibert, 3 vols. “ 


Vade Mecum of the Travelling Botanist of 
the environs of Paris, 


Elementary Theory of Botany, by De Can- 


nw 


dolle, “6 
New Elements of Botany and Vegetable 
Physiology, by Achille Richard, as 


Elementary lessons on Botany,by J.C. Phili- 
bert, 


Flora of the Environs of Paris, by J. L. 
Thauilher, es 


Several valuable pamphlets and periodicals have also 
been received. 


From Dr. C. W. Short, a copy of instructions for 
gathering and preserving plants; and a catalogue of 
Phznogamous plants and ferns, from the same gen- 
tleman. 


‘The Advocate of Natural Science has been received 
from No. 1 to No. 46, presented by the editor, Mr. Wil- 
liam P. Gibbons. This is a well conducted periodical— 
disseminates much useful knowledge, and is deserving 
a liberal patronage. 


Some Pamphlets, received from P. A. Browne, Esq. 
Dr. Henry Gibbons, and others, have been placed in 
the Library. 


The most remarkable Phenomenon that occurred 
within the past year was that of a copious. “ meteoric 
shower,” as it has been termed, which was observed 
throughout the United States, on the night of Novem- 
ber 12, 1833. In this vicinity it commenced about mid 
night, and continued until sunrise on the morning of 
the 13th. It would swell this report beyond its proper 
limits to notice the various descriptions given by differ- 
ent observers, and the respective theories upon which 
Meteoric Phenomena are explained. We must, there- 
fore, direct the attention of such as are desirous of in- 


formation upon this subject, to our best Literary peri- | 


odicals subsequent to the above date, where, in con- 
nection with much valuable knowledge, they will find 


a detailed account of the unusual appearance to which | 


we have just referred, 
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AN ACT RESPECTING COPYRIGHTS, 


Ax Acr to amend the several acts respecting 

copyrights. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
| tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
| bled, That from and afier the passage of this act, any 
person or persons, being a citizen or citizens of the 
| United States, or resident therein, who shall be the au« 
|thor or authors of any book or buoks, map, chart, of 
musical composition, which may be now made or com. 
posed, and not printed and published, or shall hereaf- 
ter be made or composed, or who shall invent, design, 
etch, engrave, work, or cause to be engraved, etched, 
or worked, from his own design, any print or engraving, 
and the executors, administrators, or legal assigns of 
such person or persons, shall have the sole right and 
liberty of printing, re-printing, publishing, and vending 
such beok or books, map, chart, musical composition, 
print, cut, or engraving, in whole, or in part, for the 
term of twenty-eight years from the time of recording 
the title thereof, in the manner hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatif, at the ex- 
piration of the aforesaid term of years, such author, in- 
ventor, designer, engraver, or any of them, where the 
' work had been originally composed and made by more 
| than one person, be still living, and a citizen or citizens 
| of the United States, or resident therein, or being dead, 

shall have left a widow, or child, or children, eith-r or 
all then living, the same exclusive right shall be conti- 
nued to such author, designer, or engraver, or if dead, 
| then to such widow and child, or children, for the fur 
i ther term of fourteen years: Provided, That the title of 
the work so secured shall be a second time recorded, 
and all such other regulations as are herein required in 
regard to original copyrights, be complied with in re- 








|spect to such renewed copyright, and that within six 


months before the expiration of the first time. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That in all cases of 
renewal of copyright under this act, such author or pro- 
prietor shall, within two months from the date of said 
renewal, cause a copy of the record thereof to be pub- 
lished in one or more of the newspapers printed in the 
United States, for the space of four weeks. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no person 
shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, unless he shall, 


| before publication, deposit a printed copy of the title of 


In concluding our report, we would remark, that the | such book or books, map, chart, musical composition, 








spirit of mental improvement is progressing through va-' print, cut, or engraving, in the Clerk’s office of the dis- 
rious portions of this Commonwealth. Within the year | trict court of the district wherein the author or proprie- 
an attempt has been made to form a society in Dela-! tor shull reside, and the Clerk of such court is hereb 

ware county, for the purpose of cultivating Natural) directed and required to record the name thereof forthe 
Science, and another Cabinet has been establish-d in} with, in a book to be kept for that purpose, in the words 
this county, located in New Garden township, which | following, (giving a copy of the title, under the seal of 
bids fair to become a prosperous and interesting insti-| the court, to the said author or proprietor, whenever 
tution. We hope the day is not far distant, when, in he shall require the same:) “* District of to 
every county of the state, there will be a sufficient wit: Be it remembered, That, on the day of 
number of talented and public spirited persons to form | Anno. Domini, A. B of the said district, 


similar associations in the respective sections of coun- | hath deposited in this office the title of a book, (map, 
try where they reside, whose co-operation will effect a chart, or otherwise, as the case may be,) the title of 
discovery of all the localities of the various mineral an1| which isin the words following, to wit: (here insert the 
vegetable productions which may conduce to indi-|title;) the right whereof he claims as author (or pro- 

prietor, as the case may be:) in conformity with an act 
of Congress, entitled ‘*An act to amend the several 


vidual wealth, or advance the general prosperity of the | 
community. 
Vox, XU. 42 
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acts respecting copyrights.” C. D., Clerk of the Dis- | the proprietor or proprietors of the copyright thereof; 
trict. For which record, the Clerk shall be entitled to | and shall further forfeit one dollar for every sheet of 
receive, from the person claiming such right as afore- | such map, chart, mus cal composition, print, cut, or en- 
said, fifty cents; and the like sum for every copy, under graving, which may be found in his or their possession, 
seal, actually given to such persons or lis assigns. And printed or published, or exposed to sale, contrary to 
the author or proprietor of any such book, map, chart, | the true intent and meaning vf this act; the one moiety 
musical composition, print, cut, or engraving, shall, | thereof to the proprietor or proprietors, and the other 
within three months from the publication of said book, | moiety to the use of tne United States, to be recover- 
map, chart, musical composition, print, cut, or engrav- | ed inany court having competent jurisdiction thereof. 
ing, deliver or cause to be delivered, acopy of the, Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, ‘That nothing in 
same to the Clerk of said district. And it shall be the | this act shall be construed to extend to prohibit the 
duty of the Clerk of each district court, at least once in | importation or vending, printing, or publishing, of any 
every year, to transmit a certified list of all such records map, chart, book, musical composition, print, or engra- 
of copyright, including the titles so recorded. and the | ving, written, composed, or made, by any person not 
dates of record, and also the several copies of books or | being a citizen of the United States, nor resident within 
other works, deposited in this office according to this } the jurisdiction thereof. 
act, to the Secretary of State, to be preserved inhis| Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any person 
office. /or persons, who shall print or publish any manuscript 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no person | whatever, without the consent of the author, or legal 
shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, unless he shall | proprietor first obtained as aforesaid, if such author or 
give information of copyright being secured, by causing | proprietor be a citizen of the United States, or resident 
to be inserted, in the several copies of each and every | therein, shall be liable to suffer and pay, to the author 
edition published during the term secured on the title | or proprietor,all damages occasioned by such injury, to 
page, or the page immediately following, if it be a! be recovered by a special action on the case, founded 
book, or, if a map, chart, musical composition, print, | upon this act, in any court having cognizance thereof; 
cut, or engraving, by causing to be impressed on the | and the several courts of the United States empowered 
face thereof, or, if a volume of maps, charts, music, or | to grant injunctions to prevent the violation of the rights 
engavings, upon the title or frontispiece thereof, the | of authors and inventors, are hereby empowered to 
following words, viz: ** Entered according to the act of | grant injunctions, in like manner according to the prin- 
Congress, in the year by A. B. in the Clerk’s | ciples of equity, to restrain such publication of any ma- 
office of the district court of ”” (as the case may | nuscript as aforesaid. 
be.) | Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That if any person 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any other | or persons shall be sued or prosecuted, for any matter, 
persons, from and after the recording the title of any | act or thing done under or by virtue of this act, he or 
book or books, according to this act, shall, within the | they may plead the general issue, and give the special 
term or terms herein limited, print, publish, or import, | matter in evidence. 
or cause to be printed, published, or imported, any | Sec. 11. And beit further enacted, That, if any per- 
copy of such book or books, without the consent of the | son or persons, from and after the passing of this act, 
person leyally entitled to the copyright thereof, first had | shall print or publish any book, map, chart, musi: al 
and obtained in writing, signed in presence of two or composition, print, cut, or engraving, not having legal- 
more credible witnesses, or shall, knowing the same to | ly acquired the copyright thereof, and shall insert, or 
be so printed or imported, publish, sell, or expose to | impress that the same hath been entered according to 
sale, or cause to be published, sold, or exposed to sale, | act of Congress, or words purporting the same, every 
any copy of such book without such consent in writing; | person so offending shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
then such offender shall forfeit every copy of such dollars; one moiety thereof tothe person who shall sue 
book tothe person legally, at the time, entitled to the — for the same, and the other to the use of the United 
copyright thereof; and shall also forfeit and pay fifty States, to be recovered by action of debt, in any court 
cents for eyery such sheet which may be found in his | of record having cognizance thereof. 
possession, either printed, or printing, published, im- | Sec. 12, And be it further enacted, That, in all reco- 
ported, or exposed to sale, contrary to the intent ofthis | yeries under th’s act, either for damages, forfeitures, or 
act, the one moiety thereof to such legal owner of the | penalties, full costs shall be allowed thereon, any thing 
copyright, as aforesuid, and the other to the use of the | jn any former act to the contrary notwithstanding. 
United States, to be recovered by action of debt inany , Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That no action or 
court having competent jurisdiction thereof. | prosecution shall be maintained, in any case of forfeit- 
Sec. 7. Jind be it further enacted, Vhat if any person | ure or penalty, under this act, unless the same shall 
or persons, after the recording the title of any print, | have been commenced within two years after the cause 
cut, or engraving, map, chart, or musical composition, | of action shall have arisen. 
according to the provisions of this act, shall, within the} Sec. 14. nd be it further enacted, That the * Act 
term or terms limited by this act, engrave, etch, or | for the encouragement of learning, by securing the co- 
work, sell, or copy, or cause to be engraved, etched, | pies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and pro- 
worked, or sold, or copied, either on the whole, or by | prietors of such copies during the term therein men- 
varying, adding to, or diminishing the main design, | tioned,” passed May 31st one-thousand seven hundred 
with intent to evade the law, or shall print, or import and ninety, and the act suplementary thereto, passed 
for sale, or cause to be printed or imported for sale, | April 29th one thousand eight hundred and two, shall 
any such map, chart, musical cumposition, print, cut, | be, and the same are hereby, repealed; saving, always, 
or engraving, or any parts thereof, without the consent | such rights as may have been obtained in conformity to 
of the proprietor or proprietors of the copyright thereof | their provisions f 
first obtained in writing, signed in the presence of two! Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all and sev- 
credible witnesses, or knowing the same to be so print- | eral the provisions of this act, intended for the protec- 
ed or imported without such consent, shall publish, | tion and security of copyrights, and providing remedies, 
sell,or expose tosale, or inany manner dispose of any penalties, and forfeiturers, in case of violation thereof, 
such map, chart, musical compcsition, engraving, cut,or’ sha'l be held and construed to extend to the benefit of 
print, without such consent, as aforesaid; then such of- | the leg.] proprietor or proprietors of each and every 
fender or offenders shall forfeit the plate or plates on | copyright heretofore obtained, according to law, dur- 
which such map, chart, musical composition, engrav- ing the term thereof, in the sume manner as if such copy- 
ing, cut, or print, shall be copied, and also a!l and eve- | right had been entered and secured according to the 
ry sheet thereof so copied or printed, as aforesaid, to | directions of this act. 
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Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That whenever 


a copyright has been heretofore obtained by an author 


or authors, inventor, designer, or engraver, of any 
book, map, cllart, print, cut or engraving, or by a pro- 
prietor of the same; if such author or authors; or either 


‘ ih a | 
of them, such inventor, designer, or engraver, be living | 


at the passage of this act, then such author or authors, 
or the survivor of them, such inventor, engraver, or 


designer, shall continue to have the same exclusive. 


right to his book, chart, map, print, cut or engraving, 


with the benefit of each and all the provisions of this > 
act for the security thereof, for such additional period of | 
time, as will, together with the time which shall have | 
elapsed from the first entry of such copyright, make up | 
the term of twenty-eight years, with the same right to | 
his widow, child, or children, to renew the copyright | 


at the expiration thereof, as is above provided in rela- 
tion to copyrights originally secured under this act. 


And if such author or authors, inventor, designer, or | 


engraver, shall not be living at the passage of this act, 


then, his or their heirs, executors and administrators, | 
shall be entitled to the like exclusive enjoyment of. 


said copyright, with the benefit of each and all the 


provisions of this act for the security thereof, for the | 


period of twenty eight years from the first entry of said 


copyright, with the like privilege of renewal to the | 


widow, child, or children, of author or authors, design- 


er, inventor, or engraver, as is provided in relation to | 
copyrights originally secured under this act: Provided, 


That this act shall not extend to any copyright hereto- 
fore secured, the term of which has already expired. 
Approved, 3d February, 1831. 


SYSTEM OF GENERAL EDUCATION, 
(Appendix, continued from page 189. ) 


Letter from John A. Dix, Esq. Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools, in the State of New York. 


State or New York, 
Secretary’s Office, Albany, 14th Jan. 1834, 

Sir—In a memorandum which! gave to Governor 
Marcy some weeks ago, cuntaining answers to some in- 
quiries addressed to him by a committee of which you 
are chairman, I promised to send a copy of my annual 
report to you as soon asit should be printed, It is now 
in the hands of the printer, but as there are annexed to 
it voluminous documents, which will delay its publica- 
tion at least ten days, | have thought best to forward by 


as soon as it is completed, forward another. 


tem is best put into operation, when much depends on 
the exertions of individuals, by persuation rather than 
positive regulation. The system of common school in- 
struction in this State, has been organized and brought 
to its present perfection by. the stimulus of a very small 
pecuniary interest. If a sum of money should be an- 
nually distributed among the towns in your State, and 
if it were left to them to decide whether they would 
participate in the distribution, considerations of inter- 
est would soon determine them in favour of such a 
course. No town would be likely to resi.t such con- 
siderations, while adjacent towns were availing them- 
selves of the public bounty. 
1 am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Hon. Samvet Breck. 


Letter from W. H. Kirby, Esquire, Secretary of State 
of Ohio. 
Cotcmeavs, O. 
Dec. 20th, 1833. 


Dear Sir—Your communication of the 153th instant, 
to the Governor of Ohio, has been received, and owing 
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this day’s mail, a copy of so much as is printed. I will, | 
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to official duties requiring his immediate attention, he 
has handed me the communication, with a request that 
| I would afford you the desired information. 

| To put you in full possession of all the provisions of 
our school system,1 forward you copies of all our school 
laws. 

| The following brief answers may be given to your 
_ several questions. Excuse me for not enlarging,as you 
will find, from an examination of the laws, most of the 
| information asked for. 

) 1, Ourschool fund is not sufficiently large to meet 
the expenses of the system, without resorting to taxa- 
tion. 

2. Our schoo! fund amounts to about $550,000. 

3. There is levied three-fourths of a mill on the dol- 
lar, ad valorem, and collected in the same manner and 
| at the same time that the general revenue is collected. 
| 4 We have no means of ascertaining the nnmber of 
scholars. 
| 5, Thesystem is universal, but the rich and poor en- 
| joy equal privileges. 

6. We have no system for the preparation of teach- 
ers; but before they are permitted to teach a district or 
public school, they must undergo an examination,which 
/is conducted by persons app»inted for that purpose, 
by the courts of Common Pleas of the several counties. 

7. The teachers are usually employed by the month 
or quarter, at the rate of from 12 to 20 dollars per 
month: the cost per head for each scholar, depends 
upon the number of scholars,which varies from twenty- 
five to sixty. 

8. The mode of instruction is that of the ordinary 
kind. 
| 9, No higher branches of education are required by 
law to be taught, than reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
| 10. Our plan, thus far, h»s progressed equal to the 
| sanguine expectation of its friends: there is but little 
| doubt, however, that it is yet defective in many points, 








and highly susceptible of improvement. 

11. The number of scholars in a school, is indefi- 
| nite. 
| 12. No distinction is made between the sexes, both 
being taught in the same school, and by teachers of 
either sex, according to the convenience of the em- 
ployers. 


| 13. The districts are not compelled by law, to fur- 


nish funds equal to those furnished by the Legislature. 
14. Manual labour is not, as yet, in any way connect- 
ed with the system. 
15. The continuance of the district schools, depends 


) entirely upon the amount of school fund, and the dis- 
I would take the liberty of remarking that a new sys- | 


cretion and ability of the inhabitants of districts, 


| Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. H. KIRBY, 
Secretary of State. 
Samvuet Breck, Esq. 
Chairman of Joint Committee, &c. 


Letter from Ralph Metcalf, Esq. Secretary of State of 
New Hampshire. 


SEecRETARY OF STaTE’s eet 
Concord, Jan. 10, 1854, 
Hon Samuel Breck, 


Dear Sir: I am requested by His Excellency Govern. 


to him in your communication of the 13th ult. 

I should have attended to it sooner, had I not been 
necessarily absent from the capitol, for a few weeks 
, past, nor shall I now be able to offer any suggestions of 
/my own, but must confine myself in my answers to 
| mere matter of fact, and will therefore say to your en- 
quiries, 
| Ist, 2d, and Sd. We have no schol fund in this 
| State, except whatis derived from an annual tax on 
| the banks, which amounts to about $11,000 per an- 
‘num. The residue of the sum expended in support of 


| or Dinsmoor, to answer the several questions addressed 
{ 
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our common schools, is derived from a tax on the polls 
and rateable estate of the inhabitants. ‘This tax must 
amount to $90,000 throughout the State, and as much | 
more as the town may see fit to levy. 


4th. The law not requiring the returns of the num. | 
ber of scholars in the several towns to be returned to | 
this office, I have not the means of knowing the num- | 
ber in the State. .4// persons between the ages of four | 
and twenty-one years, have a right to attend our com- 
mon schools. 

Sth. Is answered by the above, as to its universality. 
The wealthy sometimes prefer private instructors. 

6th. Our teachers are educated and prepared in our 
common colleges, academies and schools. 

7th and 15th. Our schools are generally kept three 
or four months in the winter, and four or five in sum- 
mer, though in some districts they are kept the year 
round, The winter schools are taught by males, whose 
compensation varies from twelve to twenty-five dollars | 
per month, according to the number of scholars in the 
school, and the experience of the teacher. The com- 
~~. to females is generally from one to two dol- 

per week. The female schools are mostly made 

up of small scholars, and the low price paid, often ena- 
bles the districts to continue the school several months. 


8th. Our system of instruction isthe common method. 
The Lancasterian plan has never been adopted in our 
common schools. 
9th. The law requires instructors to be qualified to 
teach reading, writing, English grammar, arithmetic 
and geography; but the higher branches of our English 
Education are often taught. 
10th. Our common school system answers our ex- 
pectations, but is doubtless susceptible of improve- 
ment. 
11th. Each town is divided into as many school dis- 
tricts as the convenience of the inhabitants requires, 
and these districts are quasi corporations. They vary 
in extent of territory and population, according to cir- 
cumstances, and consequently the number of scholars 
in each district varies. A school is kept in each 
district. In large villages, the number of scholars 
in a school often exceeds one hundred; but so large a 
number cannot be taught to advantage. About forty 
or fifty may be considered as the average number in a 
achool. 
12th. The two sexes are generally taught together. 
Jn some large villages, however, there are exceptions 
among the small children. When thus separated, the 
girls and often the boys are taught by females. This 
separation isnot very extensive. The division is often- 
er made by age. 
13th. The sum raised by taxes for the support of 
schools, is raised and expended in the several towns, 
according to their proportion of the public taxes; but as 
I observed before, each town may raise as much more 
than their proportion as it pleases, though it cannot raise 
a lesssum. The literary fund is distributed to the towns 
in the same proportion, These sums are divided among 
the several districts, generally according to the number 
of scholars; though sometimes according to the amount 





————— 


of taxes in the districts. From this sum the board of 


the instructor and fuel may be taken, though this is 
not always done, the inhabitants often contributing 
these two articles, thereby lengthening the term of the 
achool. 

14th. We have no manual labor school in this State. 

For an abstract of our common school laws, I must 
refer you to the revised laws of this State, edition 1850, 
which have been forwarded for the use of your State, 
and may be found, I presume, in your State library, 
where you will find all our laws on this subject in full, 

With great respect, sir, I have the honor to be 

Your most ob’t serv’t, 
RALPH METCALF, 
Secretary of State. 


SYSTEM OF GENERAL EDUCATION. 
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Letter from the Governor of Connecticut, accompanied 
by reports to him, 


Mr. Samuel Breck: 


Sir—Yours of the 15th of December, was duly re- 
ceived, and immediately referred to the commissioner 
of the school fund, —His answer is just received, and is 
enclosed, together with a copy of a report of the 
Comptroller of our State, to the Legislature. These, 
it is presumed, will afford you all the information de- 


| sired. 


The subject is one of extreme interest, and well wor- 
thy the constant and earnest attention of the guardians 
of the public interest. In our State, I believe, great 
improvements remain to be made. Our greatest defi- 
ciency is, incompetent teachers. We do not consider 
our work on this subject as done, by any means. Im- 
provements in education, as well as every thing else, 
are constantly taking place; but much yet remains to 
be done. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, yours, 

HENRY W. EDWARDS. 

Jan. 20, 1834. 


LircurrEcp, Jan. 9, 1834, 
To His Excellency, Gov. Edwards: 


Sir—The following interrogatories, proposed by the 
joint committee of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, ha- 
ving been been referred by your Excellency tome, the 
following answers are respectfully submitted: 

Question 1. ‘*Ilave you a school fund sufficiently 
large to meet the expenses of your system, without re- 
sorting to taxes?” 

Answer.—The income from the school fund of Con- 
necticut, is not of itself sufficient to furnish the com- 
mon schools with teachers; although the whole of it is 
appropriated exclusively to the pay ment of their wages 
and board. 

2. ** How large is the school fund?” 

Answer-—On the Ist of April, 1835, the nominal ca- 
pital was reported to amount to $1,929,738 50, and 
invested as follows, viz: 

I. In bonds secured by mortgage, on 
annual interest, 
Il. Stock in the banks of this State, 
LIT, Cultivated lands and buildings in N. 
York, Massachusetts, and Connec- 
ticut, 197,018 14 
/ LV. Wild lands in New York, Vermont 
and Ohio, 
V. Pers‘nal estate, consisting of stock 
on farms, &c. 1,810 00 


$1,432,620 01 
147,450 00. 


134,202 06 








VI. Cash in the treasury,to be invested, 16,638 29 





3. *©1f vou tax, how is the tax laid?” 

Answer.—The territory of the State is divided into 
209 school societies: Each society is sub-divided into 
school districts, by the inhabitants, in a legal society 
meeting. The whole number of school districts is 1619. 
The inhabitants of each district are a community au- 
thorized by law, in their legal meetings, to appoint a 
clerk to keep their records—a treasurer to receive their 
moneys—to enact rules relative to their school house 
and fuel—to lay a tax for the purpose of building, pur- 
chasing or repairing the school house, lot and appen- 
dages, and to purchase fue/; but for no other pur- 

ose. 

. After the moneys received from the school fund are 
expended towards paying the teacher, (and it can be 
used for no other purpose,) the balance due to the 
teacher, (if any,) is apportioned among the parents or 
guardians of the scholars, according to the time each 
has attended school, and is generally paid with great 
promptness. Ina few districts, their dividends from 
the school funds support their schools; but in a large 
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majority of the districts; they contribute from their own | summer -is much the greatest. The males attending 


funds, as above stated. 
4. ** What number of scholars of both sexes?” 
Answer.—As the districts are not required to make | 
any returns of the number of scholars taught or attend- 
ing the school, and as no returns have ever in fact been | 
made, I have no means of ascertaining The number | 
of children between 4 and 16 years of age, in the State, | 
is 85,172 according to the annual enumeration. This 
enumeration is taken by officers, under oath, and is | 
made with great accuracy, and furnishes the rule by | 
which the school moneys are annually apportioned to | 
the several districts, | 


5. ‘*Is the system universal; and if so, do the rich | 
avail themselves of it ?” 

Answer.—Iit is universal, and the rich, as well as | 
the poor, avail themselves of it, except in the cities” 
and large villages, where the schools are so crowded, | 
that those who are able, have, at their own expense, | 
established select schools, and left the whole benefit | 
of the school fund to be enjoyed by the poorer class. | 

6. ** Are your teachers formed or prepared in the | 
common schools, or have you 
them ?” 

Answer. —There are no model schools, ‘The teach- 
ers are generally prepared in the common schools ; 
though some have received an education at our aca- 
demies and colleges. ‘The project of a seminary for 
the training of teachers, has been a favorite measure 
with many gentlemen in New England, and however 
much it may promise, has hitherto been deemed im- 
practicable. 

7. **What is the average annual salary of those 
teachers, and what the cost per head of the scholars?” 

Answer.—I am unable to answer either branch of 
this question. ‘the monthly compensation to a male 
teacher varies from $12 to $25. Females are employ- 
ed at about one-third the compensation paid to males. 

8. ** What is the mode of instruction ; whether by 
the system of Lancaster, or in the usual way.” 

Answer.—The latter, almost universally. There is 
or.e school only, in Connecticut, within my knowledge, 
according to the system of Lancaster. 

9, ** What branches, if any, do your laws direct to 
be taught, beyond reading, writing, and arithmetic ; 
and at what age are children admitted and dismissed?” 

Answer.—By statute, parents, and those having the 
care of children, are required to ‘* teach and instruct 
them, or cause them to be instructed to read, write, 
and cypher, as far as thé first four rules of arithmetic;”’ 
and if they neglect it, the select men of the town may 
bind them out to some pruper person. See revised | 
statutes of 1821, page 107. There is no child of any | 
age refused admittance, nor those of any age dismiss- | 
ed, on the ground of age, till they choose to leave the | 


school. 


10. “How does your plan work ? Is it susceptible 
of improvement ? If so, in what way ?”’ 


the summer school are usually very young. 


13. ‘*Does your plan oblige each township or school 
district to furnish funds of equal amount to those fur- 


| nished by the Legislature, or arising from the school 


fund ?”’ 
Answer.—It does not. 


14. “Is manual labour in any way connected with 
your system of instruction ?” 


Answer.—In no instance, to my knowledge, 


15. ‘* Are your schools kept open all the year ; if 
not, how many months ?” 


Answer.—I am of opinion, (though I have no means 
of ascertaining with any accuracy,) that more than 


three-fourths of them are kept open through the year, 


and the remainder probably through the months of De- 
cember, January, February, and March. 

A copy of our school laws, will be found in the re- 
vised code of 1821, page 396, &c. which was trans- 
mitted to the Executive of Pennsylvania some time in 
the year 1822. 


Nhe amount paid from the school fund to the 


model schools for | schools, was, 


In the year ending the Ist of May, 1826, $72,123 35 
27; 72,144 60 

1828, 72,374 95 

1829, 72,164 15 

1830, 76,505 40 

1831, 76,581 00 

1832, 76,585 50 

1833, 80,913 40 

Probably will be, in 1834, 85,000 00 


By the stipulation in the bonds of the debtors to the 
schvol fund, the interest is annually payable on the 2d 
day of September. But as two dividends are made 
in the year, viz. the 1st of October and the Ist of 
March, the debtor has his election to pay ail his inter- 
est in September, or one half of it at that time, and 
the other half by the Ist of February following, with- 
out any charge of interest thereon. They generally 
avail themselves of this privilege, as the produce of 
farms is not usually converted into cash until about 
February. 

In 1831, an attempt was made by the Legislature of 
this state, to obtain from the school districts reports of 
the condition of the common schools; the result of 
which is coptained in the accompanying copy ofa re- 


port made by the comptroller to the Legislature at May 
session, 1832. 


I am, with great respect, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
SETH P. BEERS, 


Commissioner of the School Fund. 
(To be continued. ) 
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In pursuance of notice in the Erie papers, a respecta- 


_Answer.—1 think our plan is a good one. The great} ble number of citizens in the south part of the county 
difficulty is a laxity in the execution of the law, parti-| assembled at the house of Col. P. E. Judson, in the bo- 


cularly an inattention to the examination of teachers | rough of Waterford on the 15th of February, 1834, for 


prior to the commencing of school, and a neglect, | 
afterwards, to visit the school wiile it is in operation. | 


This is principally owing, I presume, to the fact, that | 


the services of this officer are not compensated, and 
might be remedied by providing a moderate compen- 
sation. 

11. “How many scholars compose a scliool ?” 

Answer .—There is no limitation. 
ritorial limits of the district may attend—ar.d vary from 
fifteen to eighty in number, 

12. ** Are the two sexes taught together; and if not, 
are male or female teachers employed for the instruc- 
tion of the girls ?”” 

Answer. —The two sexes are generally taught toge- 
ther, usually by a male teacher in the winter, and a fe- 
male in the summer. The proportion of females in the 


All within the tenid 


the purpose of forming an agricultural society. The 
object of the meeting having been stated from the 
chair the committees appointed for that purpose at a 
previous meeting, reported an address to the people of 
the county on the importance of agriculture, and the 
advantagesto be derived from the formation of societies 
for mutual improvement in agricultural and mechani- 
cal sciences; also a constitution for a society. 


After the reports of the committee had been read, it 
was; on motion, 


Resolved, That the committees have our thanks for 
their diligence and assiduity. 


Resolved, That we approve of the address, and that 


it be published as a part of these proceedings; as fol- 
lows: 
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ADDRESS. 


Fellow Citizens:—The prosperity of the states and 
the welfare and happiness of mankind, depend more 
perhaps on the successful prosecution of agriculture, 
than any other art; for on the produce of the ground 
must man ultimately depend for his subsistence, yet no 
science has been slower in its progress towards perfec- 
tion. 

Hitherto, one great cause of the slow progress of this 
art, has been, whilst its theory has been the subject of | 
the ingenious speculations of closet philosophers, its | 
practice has been generally confined to the unlettered | 
peasant. But we now hope that from the great increase 
of the capital employed in agricultural pursuits, and | 
from its having become a fashionable study, many far- | 
mers are capable of joining theory with practice, and 
of investigating the philosephical principles on which 
the successful prosecution of it must depend. By anu- 
merous train of facts and experiments, the general laws 
of the different branches of natural philosophy have 
been traced out and explained, and afterwards applied 
to illustrate the relations betwixt the different pheno- 
mena, 

Your committee are of opinion, that one reason for 
the very slow progress in agricultural improvements is, 
the difficulty of making experiments with the necessary | 
precision, and distinguishing the various causes and cir. | 
cumstances which influence their success or failure, as | 
we cannot subject the hidden process of vegetation to | 
such minute inspection, as many of the other phenome. 
na of nature. 

Experiments, which require for their completion a 
few hours, or at most a few days, may be conducted 
with more accuracy, and the action of different sub- 
stances on each other more distinctly traced,than where 
they require months, and seasons, and even : 








years, to complete them, subjected to the endless va- 
riety of climate, exposure, state of the weather, and va- 
rious extraneous circumstances. Here we are in dan- 
ger of applying, to one cause, effects which may be 
produced by very different ones. Experiment may suc- 
ceed in one variety of soil, in one situation, and in one 
season; while a change in any of these, may, ona se- 
cond trial, occasion their total fa:lure. 

Your committee are of opinion that from the vague 
manner in which svils are often described, and the 
different acceptations of the same terms in different 


counties, it is difficult for a farmer, when he reads 
an account of the agriculture ina different county and 


soil, to judge what relation such a soil bears with his 
own; for what would be accounted loam there he might 
call clay,and what they might call free, he mightcall stiff. 
Hence the utility of forming an Agricultural Society in 
this country; as nothing conduces more to the advance- 
ment of any science than accurate definitions and ex- 
planations of the terms employed: and perhaps, in no 
science is the want of such definitions more felt than in 
agriculture. Your committee would recommend you as 
a society, to give it your early attention. 

Again your committee have thought, that it would 
tend much to promote the most important interests of 
this county, if persons of the society were appointed 
annually, to draw up statistical reports of the improve- 
ments, either actually carrying on, or likely to be exe- 
cuted in the county, and hive these reports printed in 
the newspapers of the County, as it is necessary that 
our legislature should know what improvements are 
going on, and what public encouragements are neces- 
sary to promote them ; and there is no way in which a 
legislature can spend its time, or expend a portion of 
the public money, with more satisfaction, or to more 
advantage, than by encouraging such a spirit. With- 
out dwelling on these points further at present, your 
committee would say, that whatever difficulties the so- 
ciety may have to encounter in bringing their measures 
into effect from prejudices and confirmed habits, yet 
being, on the most mature consideration, fully con 





AL SOCIETY. [Mar 


vinced of the general expediency of the plan, and of 
the great advantages which will be der.ved from a firm 
and steady perseverance, sign the constitution and ex- 
hort you all to do the same. Because agriculture con- 
sidered as ascience, explains the mears of making the 
earth produce, in plenty and perfection, those vegeta- 
bles, which are necessary to the subsistence, or con- 
venience of man, and of the animals reared by him for 
food, or labour ; and if you consider it as an art, every 
human being has an interest init, since it is the foun- 
dation of all other arts. Besides the healthfulness of 
the pursuit, agr:culture j: intimately connected with 
our national character, because it powerfully acts upon 
the morals and constitution of our citizens. Gentlemen, 
there isin that primitive and honourable occupation, 
the culture of the earth, something which, while it 
pours into the lap of the State an increase beyond eve- 
ry other employment, gives more than the fabled stone; 
not only a subsistence but a feeling of contentment ; 
not only creates appetite, but guarantees its continu- 
ance, by a robust constitution. ‘To this we will add an- 
other remark, the capital employed in agriculture not 
only puts in motion a greater quantity of productive 
labour which: it employs, but it adds a much greater 
value to the annual produce of the land and labour of 
the country, while at the same time it increases the 
real wealth and revenue of the inhabitants. Notwith- 
standing all these reasons which we have mentioned, 
we might adduce an hundred more equally weighty. 

We call your attention, gentlemen, to the profession 
of agriculture, a degraded and unpopular pursuit among 
us. Why is it so?—Because, American merchants have, 
in the lapse of a few years, had opportunities for com- 
mercial enterprise too tempting to be resisted,—the re- 
sult a most astonishing accession to wealth with unpa- 
ralleled rapidity. Our domestic prosperity more than 
equalled the extension of our trade. The counting- 
houses of our merchants were filled with youth from 
the country, who forsook the slower but surer emolu- 
ments of agriculture, for the unsubstantial fortunes of 
commerce: nay, many of them preferred the meanest 
drudgery behind the counter of a retailer, to the more 
manly and invigorating toil of the cultivation of their 
paternal acres; consequently, feelings of vulgar pride 
contracted in town, caused the manual labour of the 
farmer to be regarded as degrading. This unworthy 
sentiment spread its baleful influence; and when the 
counting-houses became overstocked and afforded no 
longer a resource, it was no uncommon thing to see 
young men, with no qualification buta little bad Latin, 
picked up ata country schoql, forsake Jarge and com- 
fortable farms, and apprentice themselves to quack 
doctors or petifogers. 

Again, the late depressed state of agriculture, espe- 
cially in the eastern States, has been owing to the con- 
stant emigration to the west. Forno sooner had the 
farmer reduced his land by successive crops, than he 
removed to a country which offered him an untouched 
surface, needing for some years no aid of composts and 
manures. 

Gentlemen, your committee beg leave to inform you, 
that at length, the importance of a regular and more 
energetic system of farming is beginning to be felt in 
our country. Mcn of talents, wealth, and distinction, 
no longer think it beneath them to enrol their names on 
the list of practical farmers. 

By means of agricultural societies liberally patroniz- 
ed, and ably conducted papers, information on the sub- 


ject considered both as an art, and a science, is rapidly 


spreading abroad; a taste for farming is diffusing itself, 
and ere long it is believed, that this species of employ- 
ment will be as much prized and coveted, as once it was 
considered low and despicable. 


Capt.Revben Snanpr, President. 
Zorner Davis, Vice President. 
W. T. Macxy, Esq. Secretary. 
Israrre Mitrier, Treasurer. 
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Walter Palmer, John Clarke, Andrew C. Leech, Asa | tion were such that the water fell upon his neighbour 
White, jr. Charles S. Biggers, William Stancliff, Daniel | it was a trespass. EE: 
Davis, Christian Lyman, John C. McLalland, Shubael rhe Jury brought in a verdict for Plaintiff $58 71. 
Matteson, Michael Remington and John A. Dickey, offi- | Mr. McDowell for Plaintiff, 
cers of the board. Mr. Koss tor Defendant. 

WALTER PALMER, Chairman. 
W. T. Macxy, Secretary. 














A gentlemen of this city handed us the following ac- 


| From the U. States Gazette. 
| count of an interesting 


From the Bucks County Intelligencer 
LAW CASE. 


PHENOMENON. 
The following report of a trial at the last Court has : ‘ ‘ 
been furnished us at our particular request, believing, | ae haan agll d aoe a : ae : 
as we do, that the point decided, would be interesting | 50 tie okey. wh; M4 8 ’ ' d 
al te the consmtinit )in the sky, which, as it was uncommon, and occurred at 
and uselu ea BLY y: ‘a time when it would be likely to be seen by many—I 
CHAR S > Q 





Action on the Case to vw would have a oe vo of thy very 
vs. Nant 99 | intelligent correspondents, but not having seen an 
DR. RICHARD CORSON. oEneene 2 Heyer | thing aes the minienie please accept the following > 
Plaintiff and defendant both reside in the village of | scription of it, as it appeared to me. 

Newhope, and are owners and occupiers of adjoining In the South West a bright white light appeared 
real estate, Five or six years ago, Defendant erected | streaming up towards the zenith, quite narrow, and (as 
a barn and shed, which together were about sixty feet | one who saw its first rising said) like a jet of water froma 
in length, precisely on the line between him and Plain- | hose pipe, and very rapidly extended nearly in a north 
tiff. ‘the foundation and weather boarding jutting up | easterly direction entirely across the horizon, after it had 
full to and upon the line, the eaves of the roof, which | attained to an elevation of about 40 or 45, it separated 
were about eleven inches beyond the weather boarding, | into three or four streams, faintly blended together by 
and consequently entirely upon the plaintiff—threw all | the edges, more dense in their middle parts; but not 
the water of said roof upon plaintiff’s land. Upon the | 80, as to obscure the stars, which were visible through 














trial the Plaintiff complained that he owned and occu- 
pied one fifth part of an acre of land, &c.—which by 
cultivation and industry he had got into good condition 
and great profit; and that the Defendant well knowing 
the premises, &c., uponacertain day and year did 
erect, construct and build a barn and shed so near the 
line and land of the said Plaintiff, that the water of the 
roof and eaves of the said building by reason of such 
erection, construction and building, aforesaid, runs over 
on to the said lot and garden of said plaintiff, and the 
same lot, garden and premises at the. time of rains did 
and continually does overflow and drown—whereby the 
said plaintiff the whole benefit and profit of the said 
lot, garden, &c., hath lost. The plaintiff proved the 
case in substance as stated, and that he had spokentoa 
respectable third person in the neighborhood to inter- 


cede to get fhe Doctor to spout his roof or in some ' 


other way to abate the nuisance—he also proved that 
he had brought a suit before a Justice of the Peace for 
the same cause of action and that the defendant made 
oath that the title to real estate came in question, which 
stopt further proceedings before the Justice, and drove 


plaintiff to his action in Court. The Defendant exa- 
mined one or two witnesses with a view to show that the | 
buildings were not so near the line as alledged by plain- | 


tiff, and that the damage done to him were merely no- 
minal, and that he suffered no greater injury than he 
did before the buildings were erected. One or two 
technical exceptions were also taken to the form of ac- 
tion which were overruled by Court. 

His Honor Judge Fox charged the jury—that if they 
believed the plaintiff’s witnesses, who had been in no 
essential part contradicted by defendant, there could 
be no doubt about the Plaintiff’s right to recover. ‘the 
action was well brought—the amount of damages which 


plaintiff was entitled to was entirely for the considera- | 


tion of the jury—they might be nominal or in such 


amount as they believed plaintiff had sustained. ‘The | 


law had been correctly laid down by plaintifl’s counsel 
—that no man bad a right so to construct a building 
that the water off his roof fell upon his neighbors pro- 
perty; that he had no right to overhang his neighbors 
Jand with the eaves of his roof inasmuch as he was 
owner of every thing above as well as below the surface 


of the earth—his rights extended upwards as well as | 


downwards—that even if the building and the eaves 


were within and upon his own !and, still if their posi- | 


| any part of it during the whole time, the north eastern 
| extremity appeared gradually to move about two points 
| towards the north, The brightness of the light continu- 
| ed about 15 minutes, gradually fading away, and entire- 
'ly disappeared in half an hour. The day had been 
| cloudy, with slight dropping of rain, the thermometer 
‘ranging from 59 to 74, the evening was clear and plea- 
/sant, and particularly after the disappearance of the 
light alluded to, was remarkably fine. ‘The appearance 
of the light, was much like those white clouds that are 
often seen in summer, and most probably was a narrow 
| stratum of the electrical fluid, passing ata very high 
| elevation, and had it appeared from the north, would 
/no doubt have been viewed as a splendid display of the 
| Aurora Borealis.. Not professing to much science my- 
‘self, I should be pleased to see from an abler pen some 
account of a phenomenon, the sight of which was cal- 
‘culated to excite those emotions of admiration and 
| wonder, which the works of nature, whether common 
,or extraordinary, always produce in a contemplative 
mind. FELIX. 





Easton, Pa, April 10, 1834. 


REMARKABLE Cincumsrance.—On Saturday last Mr. 
| William Leiday of this place, shot a robin which he took 
-home to prepare for cooking. Upon cutting off the 
head he discovered that he had also taken off the head 
of a snake, which was contained within the body of the 
|bird. He then drew out the body of the snake from 
the maw and intestines of the robin, and it proved to be 
a light green snake, of a kind entirely unknown in this 
part of the country, 14 1-2 inches long, and about one- 
third or one-half an inch thick. The robin was sitting 
when shot, upon a tree, and apparently in full life and 
-health. ‘The head of the reptile must have been ad- 
vanced high up in the throat of the bird, as the whole 


head and part of the neck, were severed with the head 
of thebird. Strange as this occurrence may seem it is 
neverthelesstrue. At least half a dozen witnesses are 
ready to testify to the circumstances as we have related 
them, as occurring at the time the head was cut off and 
| we ourselves were an eye witness of the fact of the head 
_of the snake sticking in the severed throat of the bird, 
and of the process of drawing out the remainder of the 
| snake which was most unequivocally and undoubtedly 
alive when we saw it drawn out — Easton Centinel. 
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From the U. S. Gazette. | four weeks, without sprouting above the surface; and 

TEMPERANCE UNION. : that portion which has made its appearance, the severi- 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the National | ty of the frost has destroyed:—So that the whole will, 

Convention in this city last May, a meeting of Delegates | necessarily have to be replanted. He further says that 

from State Temperance Societies, was held in this city | his grain has'suffered considerable injury; and even the 
on Wednesday last, for the purpose of forming a United | grass has not escaped unharmed. 
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States Temperance Union. 
President. 
Gen. Stephen Van Rensellaer, of New York. 
Vice Presidents. 
Samuel Agnew, M. D. of Pennsylvania. 


Rev. G. B. Parry, of Mass: 
Richard Boyleston, Esq. of New Hampshire, 
Rev. C. P. Yale, of Connecticut. 


Secretaries. 
Rev. John Marsh, of Penn, 
Isaac S. Loyd, do, 


Harrison Gray, Esq. of Mass. 

Rev. Thomas Brainerd, of Ohio. 
Committee of Overtures, 

Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D. of Mass. 

Ed. C. Delavan, of Nf. York. 

Rev. S. S. Beman, D. D. of N. York. 

Rev. G. B. Parry, of Mass. 

Rev. T. Brainard, of Ohio. 


| eres. 
William Jay, Esqr of N. York. 








Ice formed, for three or four mornings, to the thick- 
ness of from the sixteenth to the fourth of an inch:— 


| the thermometer, in the meantime, ranging, at night, 


from 30 to 38 degrees; and at day, from 40 to 45 de- 
Coal grates and over-coats were in as general 
demand as in the middle of January.—Germaniown 


Telegraph. 


The cold weather and severe frosts of Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, and Thursday nights, have done nuch damage 
to the fruit and veget«bles in this vicinity. Ice from a 
quarter to half an inch in thickness was found on 


| Thursday morning. The papers from Pottsville, Wil- 


kesbarre, and other places north and east give account 
of a considerable fall of snow atthat time. The sleighs 
were running in parts of the State of New York. 
DELAWARE AnD Raritan Canat.—On the 28th ult. 
two boats, loaded with coal, from Mauch Chunk, arriv. 
ed at the Eastern Basin in Trenton, via the Delaware 


The business of the meeting was conducted by mutu- | Canal, Penn, They came up the river from Bristol, and 


al consultation, rather than by great speech making, 
and of course, was soon accomplished. After the adop- 
tion of a number of resolutions, touching the great and 
fundamental principles of the Temperance reformation, 





entered our Canal at Bordentown. 

These are the first arrivals at Trenton from Mauch 
Chunk, by the canal. The feeder, we understand, is 
navigable to Lambertsville for boats. The main canal 


a general Union was organized by the adoption of the | is also navigable for boats from Bordentown to Kings- 


following resolutions. 


| ton. 
1. Resolved that the officers of the American Tem- 


Several with lumber have passed from Trenton to 
Princeton or Kingston this week, and a number have 


perance Society, and each of the State Temperance | come down the feeder loaded with stone for the new 


Societies in their associated capacity, be denominated, 
The United States Temperance Union. 

2. The object of this Union shall be, by the diffusion 
of kind moral influence, to promote the cause of l'em- 
perance throughout the United States, 


3. Resolved, That a committee of seven be appoint- | 


edto carry, by all suitable means, the object of this 
Union into effect, and that those now appointed be 
continued in office, till others be appointed. 

Isaac S. Loyd, of Penn. 

Matthew Newkirk, do. 

Isaac Collins, of do. 

Edward C. Delavau, of New York. 

Saml. Ward, of do, 

Jon Tappan, of Mass. 

Christian Keemer, of Maryland, 
were appointed this Committee. 

4. Resolved, That the corresponding Secretaries of 
all the State Temperance Societies in the United States, 
be corresponding members of this committee, 

5. Resolved, That the committee be authorized to 


calla meeting of the Union, at such time and place as | 


they may think proper. 





May 21. 
Tar Weatner.—Probably, for the last twenty years, 
we have not experienced so unusual and extraordinary 


a freak in the weather, asthat which has occurred with- 


in the last eight or ten days. During nearly the whole 


of last week, we were visited with a degree of cold, 
chilling weather, far more congenial to the rough, un- 
comely days of February, than the wonted mildness of 
balmy May. For several mornings, a searching wintry 
frost fell upon the vigorous strides and refreshing ap- 
earance of the vegetable kingdom, with the blighting 
nd of destruction; and the more delicate parts yield- 
The embryo fruit of | 
the earlier description, have been utterly destroyed— 
without there escaping, as a farmer a few dayssince re- | 


ed an easy prey to its icy touch. 


marked, a single bud to tell the tale of their general | 
Another farmer informs us, that the greater part | 


fate. 


of his planted corn, has been lying in the ground for 


Penitentiary.—T'renton State Gazette. 
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At the request of one of our professional subscribers, 
we insert the law in relation to Copyrights, which he 


| informs us, is not easily to be found, and is very often 


| required for reference. 


| In digging a cellar for a new house in Walnut street, 
between Third and Fourth streets, adjoining the 
Friends’ almshouse, the bones of several bodies were 
‘discovered, which have probably been buried 70 or 80 
years; as this spot of ground was formerly a portion of 
the burying ground attached to the Church of St. Jo- 
seph—and the interments have been discontinued for 
about that period. The teeth were ina very perfect 
| condition, and portions of hair were attached to some 
of the skulls, 


| The predictions of the appearance of the Locusts are 


| likely to be fulfilled. For several days past the 
| boys have amused themselves in capturing numbers of 
| these insects—inclosed in their shells or just escaped 
‘from them. It has been stated that heretofore for se- 
| veral periods they have uniformly appeared on the 25th 
1 of the month, in a body—of which, therefore, these 
| few that have been taken are only the precursors. 











| ‘The venerable Bishop White has during the week, 
| delivered his fiftieth charge to the Episcopal conven- 
| on. 
Some strawberries and green peas have been brought 
| to market, 
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